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Presidents'  Letters 


C '  he  summer  of  2000  is  nearly  over  as  I  write  this,  and  the  pace  of  activity  is  accelerating  in 

preparation  for  the  beginning  ot  the  new  academic  year.  Although  we  have  conducted  classes  and 
clinics  on  a  twelve-month  basis  tor  several  years,  the  arrival  ot  a  new  class  of  O.D.  students  in 
September  creates  an  atmosphere  ot  renewal  that  noticeably  increases  the  excitement  level  throughout  the 
College.  This  year  we  are  planning  an  orientation  program  that  will  immediately  introduce  the  new  students  to  the  nature  of 
professionalism  and  to  the  special  obligations  that  accompany  the  privileges  of  being  an  independent  healthcare  protessional. 
This  program,  under  the  leadership  ot  the  Office  of  the  Student  Affairs,  is  part  of  a  College-wide  eftort  to  tocus  on  making 
our  students  experience  at  the  College  more  enjoyable  and  positive.  We  are  committed  to  ensuring  that,  trom  the  day  that  a 
student  is  accepted  into  the  College,  we  treat  them  as  colleagues  who  are  joining  us  in  a  lifelong  journey  of  learning  and 
patient  care.   Although  we  cannot  make  examinations  a  pleasurable  experience,  we  can  strive  to  reduce  or  eliminate  those 
unnecessary  aggravations  that  take  on  larger  than  lite  proportions  when  accompanied  by  the  significant  stresses  ot  today's 
optometric  curriculum.  We  are  asking  our  students  to  identity  are;is  that  are  particularly  frustrating  and  annoying  to  them 
and  are  responding  to  their  suggestions.  It  is  interesting  that  many  ot  the  changes  are  easily  accommodated  and  actually  will 
improve  the  quality  ot  the  program. 

It  is  essential  that  every  graduate  of  The  New  England  College  ot  Optometry  is  proud  ot  this  institution.  By  any  objective 
measure,  the  quality  of  the  College's  education  is  excellent  and  has  been  so  tor  many  years.  However,  it  is  important  that  our 
alumni  leave  here  knowing  that  not  only  they  have  been  well  educated,  but  also  that  they  were  well  treated  and  respected  tor 
the  professionals  they  are.  As  they  look  back  at  their  years  with  us,  they  will  inevitably  remember  the  tough  academic  chal- 
lenges, the  sleepless  nights  before  exams  and  proficiencies,  and  the  anxiety  ot  Boards.  They  must  also  remember  that  we  cared. 

In  this  issue  ot  Ptnpectire,  we  pay  special  tribute  to  a  professor  whose  name  is  synonymous  with  caring,  Dr.  Frank  Kozol  '48. 
Dr.  Kozol  has  been  affiliated  with  the  College  in  different  capacities  tor  almost  titty  years.  Dr.  Kozol  came  to  the  College  as  a 
student  in  19-42,  graduated  magna  cum  laude  in  1948,  served  as  Registrar  for  over  25  years,  and  full  professor  for  over  a 
decade.  On  behalf  ot  the  entire  New  England  College  of  Optometry  community,  I  would  like  to  thank  Dr.  Kozol  for  his 
years  of  service  to  the  College. 


L^  L^, 


Alan  L.  Lewis  '65,  O.D.,  Ph.D. 
President 
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t  is  hard  to  believe  this  is  my  last  letter  as  Alumni  President  after  a  four-year  stint.  There  are  sev- 
eral people  1  would  like  to  thank,  Frank  Kozol  '48,  and  Hy  Kamens  '47,  for  their  support  and  link  to 
the  past;  Walter  Potaznick  '76,  who  taught  me  "how  it's  done,"  Anthony  Cavallerano  '72,  who  orga- 
nized stellar  Continuing  Education  tor  our  Alumni  Weekends,  making  the  Fall  weekend  a  well  attended 
gathering  of  alumni  ot  which  we  could  all  be  very  proud.  Larry  Clausen,  who  attended  nearly  every  Alumni  Advisory  Board 
Meeting,  and  empowered  us  to  be  a  presence  at  the  College.  The  whole  board  has  been  very  supportive  and  picked  up  the  ball 
with  all  sorts  of  new  ideas.  And  last  but  not  least,  Janis  Cotter  '85,  the  Association's  Vice  President,  who  has  been  a  fountain 
of  ideas,  many  of  which  we  used,  and  some  of  which  we  had  to  veto  —  she'd  have  had  us  bicycling  up  Mt.  Washington  to  raise 
morale  and  money!  I  couldn't  have  done  it  without  them. 

The  Alumni  Association  serves  to  welcome  our  new  colleagues  into  the  profession  and  bond  us  together  for  the  good  of  the 
College  and  the  profession  of  Optometry.  'We  have  made  some  strides  in  that  regard,  supporting  student  activities  and  trying  to 
organize  a  real  job  finding  service  at  the  school.  We're  not  there  yet,  but  with  the  help  of  Lauretta  Woods,  our  alumni  liaison, 
without  whose  steady  and  constant  prodding  and  support,  little  would  happen.  Our  ideas  would  be  no  more  than  that  without 
the  encouragement  and  follow  through  of  Lauretta.  Alumni  liaison  is  part  ot  Lauretta's  job,  but  she  truly  takes  it  beyond  a  job. 
There  would  be  no  Alumni  Programs  without  Lauretta's  continual  attention.  Thanks  from  all  of  us  on  the  Board! 

The  Fall  Perspective  will  hit  the  stands  as  the  Class  of  2004  arrives  and  settles  into  their  new  life,  taking  on  their  new  per- 
sona as  optometrists.  We  welcome  them  and  hope  to  serve  as  a  bridge  from  student  to  professional.  Change  is  coming  fast  and 
furious  in  optometry  and  that  will  make  them  invaluable  players  in  our  profession.  They  are  primed  to  achieve  a  first  class  edu- 
cation encompassing  all  the  new  theories  and  skills  necessary  to  be  an  optometrist  in  the  21st  Century. 

May  it  be  a  productive  year  for  all.  I  look  forward  to  serving  on  the  Alumni  Board  under  a  new  President  who  will  take 
our  organization  torward. 


>x]a?«^>V^- 


Lynn  Wittman  '76 
President,  Aliunni  Association 
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Dr.  Larry  Clausen  and  Norman  Spector  transfer 
the  presidential  medallion  to  Dr.  Alan  Lewis. 


The  New  England  College  of  Optometry 
Inaugurates  Its  Fifth  President 

On  June  10,  2()()(),  over  200  guests  gathered  at  the  World 
Trade  Center,  Boston,  to  witness  the  inauguration  ol  Dr. 
Alan  Laird  Lewis  as  the  College's  Fifth  President.  The 
Platform  Party  included:  Dr.  William  R.  Baldwin,  Past 
President;  Dr.  Larry  R.  Clausen,  Immediate  Past  President; 
Mr.  Francis  L.  DiMeila,  Secretary,  Board  of  Trustees;  Dr. 
Sylvio  L.  Dupuis,  Past  President;  Dr.  Ronald  R.  Ferrucci, 
Vice  Chairman,  Board  of  Trustees;  Reverend  Colin  L.  Leitch, 
Corporator;  Dr.  Alan  L.  Lewis,  President;  Ms.  Christine  S. 
Manfredi,  Treasurer,  Board  of  Trustees;  Dr.  Charles  F. 
Mullen,  President,  Illinois  College  of  Optometry-;  Dr.  F. 
Dow  Smith,  Past  President;  Norman  C.  Spector,  Esq., 
Chairman,  Board  of  Trustees;  and  Dr.  Lynn  F.  Wittman, 
President,  Alumni  Association.  Also  attending  were  dele- 
gates from  the  optometric  educational  community;  Dr.  A. 
Norman  Haffner,  President,  State  University  of  New  York 
College  of  Optometry  and  Dr.  Thomas  L.  Lewis,  President, 
Pennsylvania  College  of  Optometry. 

The  presidential  medallion,  a  symbol  of  the  powers  and 
obligations  of  the  Office  of  the  President  was  ceremoniously 
presented  by  Dr.  Larry  Clausen  and  Mr.  Norman  Spector. 


Dr.  Lewis  delivered  the  inaugural  address  titled.  What  is  an 
Optniiietrist.-'  A  Call  fur  A  Lhiiforw  Di:jiu!t!iiii  and  Liccim/re.  His 
speech  is  printed  in  its  entirety  in  this  issue. 

Alan  Laird  Lewis  is  a  1965  graduate  of  The  New 
England  College  ot  Optometry.  He  was  born  in  Holyoke, 
Massachusetts,  and  grew  up  in  Durham,  Connecticut. 

Since  1991,  Dr.  Lewis  held  the  position  of  Dean  of  the 
Michigan  College  of  Optometry  at  Ferris  State  University 
and  served  until  he  was  appointed  President  of  The  New 
England  College  ot  Optometry.  From  1972  until  1991,  Dr. 
Lewis  served  on  the  faculty  of  the  State 
University  of  New  York's  College  of 
Optometry,  and  served  terms  as 
Assistant  Dean  and  Director  of 
Graduate  Studies.  He  also  held  part- 
time  and  adjunct  faculty  positions  at 
the  Pennsylvania  College  of 
Optometry,  The  New  School  for  Social 
Research,  and  Rensselaer  Polytechnic 
Institute. 

Dr.  Lewis  was  appointed  the  Fifth 
President  of  The  New  England  College  of  (Optometry  on 
October  25,  1999,  and  is  the  first  alumnus  to  hold  that  posi- 
tion. He  is  married  to  Barbara  George  Lewis  and  has  two 
sons,  Evan  (14)  and  Keith  (12). 

The  inauguration  program  was  followed  by  a  reception 
held  on  the  Spirit  of  Boston  which  toured  the  Boston  Harbor. 


Dr.  Charles  Mullen  '69, 

President  of  Illinois 
College  of  Optometry. 


Dr.  Lewis's  classmates,  Drs.  Calvin  Perry,  John 

Toscano,  Peter  Meyer,  and  Joseph  Bickford  at  the 

Inaugural  Celebration. 
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Inaugural  Address 


Dr.  Alan  Lewis 


Presented  by  Alan  Laird  Leivis,  O.D..  Ph.D.  on  June  10,  2000 

What  is  an  Optometrist?  A  Call  for  a  Uniform 
Definition  and  Licensure 

Chairman  Spector,  Distinguished  members  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  Former  Presidents  Baldwin,  Smith,  Dupuis,  and 
Clausen,  President  Mullen,  fellow  Deans  and  Presidents  of 
optometry  schools,  Dr.  Wittman,  members  of 
the  faculty  and  staff,  Representative 
Stefanini  and  honored  guests  and 
friends  — 

Thirty-five  years  ago  this  week  I 
stood  at  a  similar  podium  to  give 
a  short  address  to  an  assembly  of 
Board  members,  faculty,  and  fel- 
low students.  It  was  my  graduation 
from  the  then  Massachusetts  College 
of  Optometry  and  sitting  in  the  audi- 
ence were  a  number  of  people  who  are 
here  today  —  my  fellow  classmates  from  the  Class  of  '65, 
Professor  Frank  Kozol  '48,  Dr  Joseph  Svagdys  '55  —  have 
come  back  to  see  how  the  heck  something  like  this  could 
possibly  have  happened  to  their  beloved  school.  Even  if  they 
don't  remember,  1  recall  that  1  was  at  that  podium  through 
no  fault  of  my  own.  Dr.  Calvin  Gage  Perry  '65,  who  is  also 
here  today,  had  the  well  deserved  honor  to  be  both  the  vale- 
dictorian of  the  class  as  well  as  its  president.  Since  he  didn't 
want  to  give  two  speeches  at  graduation,  it  fell  to  me  as  class 
vice  president  to  give  the  president's  address.  The  only  thing 
I  recall  about  my  talk  that  day  is  that,  after  it  was  over, 
Professor  Foster  Namias  '32  came  over  to  me  and,  in  his 
inimitable  fashion,  said:  "not  bad  for  a  guy  who  doesn't  speak 
so  well".  It  was  praise  like  that  that  led  me  to  a  career  in  edu- 
cation where  1  lectured  for  10  hours  a  week  before  groups  of 
semi-interested  students.  You  really  need  to  be  an  optimist  to 
take  on  these  jobs. 

At  the  dawn  of  the  20th  century  optometry  was  only  a 
few  years  old  and  it  had  yet  to  evolve  into  a  profession  wor- 
thy of  the  name.  Spectacles  were  mostly  fabricated  and  dis- 
pensed on  a  trial  and  error  basis  by  jewelers  or,  in  rural  areas 
of  the  country,  were  distributed  by  itinerant  peddlers  with 
variable  degrees  of  ethical  standards.  As  early  as  1891, 


Colorado  introduced  legislation  to  regulate  the  dispensing  of 
eyewear,  but  it  wasn't  until  1901  that  Minnesota  became  the 
first  state  to  actually  enact  a  law.  By  1907,  twelve  states  had 
enacted  legislation  regulating  the  distribution  of  spectacles 
for  the  correction  of  vision.  By  1921,  all  48  states  had  some 
form  of  regulation.  The  District  of  Columbia  passed  its 
optometry  bill  in  1924.  By  1930,  spectacle  peddlers  had  all 
but  disappeared  in  the  United  States. 

At  the  time  of  the  first  laws,  persons  with  a  wide  variety 
of  backgrounds  and  titles  prescribed  glasses:  oculists,  oph- 
thalmologists, opticians,  refractionists,  opticists,  and  refract- 
ing opticians  were  all  used  by  some.  The  use  of  the  term 
"optometry"  didn't  become  the  preferred  title  until  1904 
when  the  American  Optometric  Association  adopted  its  use 
at  its  annual  Congress. 

The  idea  that  persons  who  prescribed  and  dispensed 
spectacles  should  have  some  degree  of  education  also  goes 
back  to  the  turn  of  the  century.  In  the  early  1890's,  the 
Northern  Illinois  College  of  Ophthalmology  and  Otology 
first  permitted  opticians  to  enroll  in  a  short  course  of 
instruction  that  was  expanded  to  3  months  duration  in 
1894.  And  in  1894,  the  Klein  School  of  Optics  -  which  is 
now  The  New  England  College  of  Optometry  —  was  found- 
ed. Dr.  Theodore  Klein  allowed  his  students  to  pitch  tents  at 
a  site  he  owned  on  Monponsett  Lake  in  Halifax,  MA  for  free 
and  they  could  eat  all  the  fish  they  could  catch.  This  Iree-liv- 
ing  arrangement  and  the  $25  dollar  tuition  made  education 
somewhat  more  affordable  than  it  is  today.  The  students  did 
have  to  travel  the  27  miles  to  Boston  to  attend  clinic. 

The  first  decade  of  the  century  saw  the  schools  develop 
rapidly  as  the  demand  for  better  education  became  apparent. 
Columbia  University  introduced  the  first  two-year  course  in 
1910,  but  it  took  another  decade  or  two  for  some  uniformity 
in  education  to  evolve.  As  early  as  1920,  New  York  State 
proposed  a  four-year  course  of  study  for  optometrists. 

In  1922,  the  International  Board  of  Boards  (IBB)  adopt- 
ed a  resolution  calling  for  a  minimum  of  a  four-year  high 
school  education  and  an  additional  1000  hours  of  formal 
education  to  qualify  as  an  optometrist.   They  followed  this 
up  in  1922  with  a  committee  to  inspect  the  existing  schools 
and  to  rate  them  for  quality.  By  1926,  20  of  the  30  existing 
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schools  had  been  disquaUfied  by  the  IBB.  This  raring 
committee  was  superceded  in  1944  by  the  AOA  Council  on 
Education  and  Professional  Guidance  that  has  evolved  today 
into  the  highly  respected  Council  on  Optometric  Education. 

The  point  of  all  this  is  that,  at  its  beginnings  and  con- 
tinuing into  the  early  1970's  when  Rhode  Island  passed  the 
first  legislation  that  authorized  oprometrists  to  utilize  diag- 
nostic pharmaceuticals,  the  scope  of  practice  and  licensure 
for  optometrists  was  fairly  uniform  while  the  quality  and 
quantity  of  optometric  education  was  far  less  so.  Until  1968, 
optometrists  did  not  even  receive  rhe 
same  degree  and  were  eligible  for 
licensure  with  degrees  ranging  from 
the  Bachelor  of  Science  in  Optometry 
to  Master  of  Optometry  to  Doctor  of 
Optometry. 

We  are  now  faced  with  the  oppo- 
site situation:  educational  quality  and 
quality  are  uniformly  high  while  state 
licensure  has  devolved  into  a  cacophony  of  50  different  defi- 
nitions of  an  optometrist.  In  some  states,  including  right 
here  in  New  England,  there  are  four  different  types  of  licen- 
sure tor  optometrists  -  not  different  specialties,  but  different 
kinds  of  general  optometrists.  In  at  least  two  New  England 
States,  the  most  current  graduates  of  our  schools  cannot 
qualify  for  licensure  at  the  highest  level  upon  graduation. 
And,  year-by-year,  the  situation  is  getting  worse  rather  than 
better.  As  optometry  has  negotiated  with  legislatures  and 
with  medicine  to  expand  its  scope  of  practice  it  understand- 
ably accepted  the  creation  of  different  levels  of  optometrists 
based  on  minimal  additional  education  and  testing.  At  first, 
with  DPA's,  there  were  only  two  types;  then  with  TPA's 
there  were  three  types;  and  now  in  some  states,  with  glauco- 
ma and  other  disease  or  procedure-specific  restrictions,  there 
are  at  least  four  types.  Where  does  this  end.'  What  is  worse, 
optometry  has  lost  control  of  its  own  licensing  process. 
Increasing,  higher  of  levels  of  licensing  require  the  coopera- 
tion, certification  or  approval  of  non-optometrists  that  cer- 
tain requirements  have  been  met.  This  weakens  our  historic 
and  fundamental  status  as  an  independent  health  profession. 

With  DPA  and  TPA  licenses,  there  was  at  least  some 


hope  that,  because  all  new  graduates  would  quality  at  the 
highest  level  of  licensure,  time  would  eventually  solve  the 
problem  of  different  types  of  optometrists.  However  with  the 
laws  that  now  require  post-graduate  experience  and  certifica- 
tion (even  though  new  graduates  may  have  the  same  or  more 
experience  and  education)  there  will  likely  never  be  uniformi- 
ty of  licensure  even  within  a  state  much  less  across  states. 
This  will,  in  my  opinion,  exacerbate  and  expand  fractionaliza- 
tion  within  our  profession  and  will  weaken  us  significantly. 
It  is  the  responsibility  of  the  major  national  organiza- 

rions  within  optometry 

We  must  be  vigilant  so  that,  in  our  desire  to 


advance  our  knowledge  base  and  scope  of 

practice  so  that  we  can  better  serve  our  patients, 

we  do  not  accept  short  tenn  or  expedient  solutions 

that  will  create  problems  for  us  in  the  future. " 


to  ensure  that  the  profes- 
sion has  a  national  strate- 
gy for  its  long-term 
growth  and  well-being. 
While  the  regulation  of 
optometry  and  protec- 
tion of  patients  properly 
rests  at  the  state  level, 
individual  state  boards  or  optometric  associations  sometimes 
do  not  realize  that  a  seemingly  innocuous  regulation  or  law 
within  a  state  can  have  significant  negative  effects  when  mul- 
tiplied across  fifi^  states. 

The  American  Optometric  Association  is  already  on 
record  as  favoring  a  uniform  definition  of  optometry  across 
the  country.  It  is  time  for  that  organization  to  convene  a 
national  conference  to  bring  together  the  major  stake  holders 
-  the  Association  of  Regulatory  Boards  of  Optometry,  the 
Association  of  Schools  and  Colleges  of  Optometry,  the 
American  Academy  of  Optometry,  the  American  Optometric 
Student  Association,  and  perhaps  others  -  to  develop  a  strate- 
gy that  will,  in  time,  re-establish  a  single  or  uniform  license 
criterion  for  optometrists.  Significant  differences  in  the  skills 
or  knowledge  of  any  given  O.D.,  or  responses  to  major 
changes  in  the  technology  of  health  care,  can  and  should  be 
accommodated  by  privileging  outside  of  the  licensure  process. 

The  recent  experience  with  the  American  Board  of 
Optometric  Practice  has  shown  us  how  easy  it  is  to  divide 
the  profession  if  consensus  is  not  attempted  and  achieved. 
The  issue  of  uniform  licensure  lends  itself  well  to  a  process  of 
pre-emptive  consensus  and  we  should  get  to  it. 


© 
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Dr.  Lewis  and  Dr.  Barry  Barresi. 

Dr.  Barry  J.  Barresi  Appointed  Vice 
President  For  Clinical  Care  and  Services 

Barry  J.  Barresi  77,  O.D.,  Ph.D.,  was  appointed  Vice 
President  for  Clinical  Care  and  Services  at  The  New  England 
College  of  Optometry  in  June.  Dr.  Barresi  is  the  former 
Marcus  Professor  and  was  a  full-time  faculty  member  from 
1995-1996,  and  part-time  faculty  in  the  public  health  cur- 
riculum since  1996.  Dr.  Barresi  was  also  the  former 
President  of  Partner  Provider  Health,  Inc.,  a  national  man- 
aged healthcare  company. 

Before  joining  the  College  in  1996  as  the  Marcus 
Professor,  Dr.  Barresi  was  Professor  and  Vice  President/Dean 
of  Academic  Affaits  at  the  State  Univetsity  of  New  York's 
College  of  Optometry,  where  he  had  been  on  the  faculty  for 
over  ten  years.  Prior  to  joining  SUNY,  he  served  as  Director 
of  Outteach  Ptograms  and  Coordinatot  of  VA  Residencies  at 
the  Southern  California  College  of  Optometry. 

Dr.  Barresi  is  a  nationally  acclaimed  expett  in  public 
health  optometry  and  has  been  extremely  active  in  the  study 
and  formulation  of  public  health  policy  for  the  profession. 
He  was  the  founder  of  the  Centet  for  Vision  Care  Policy, 
State  University  of  New  York,  and  has  published  numerous 
articles  and  book  chapters,  and  lectures  extensively. 


Df.  Barresi  brings  a  wealth  of  experience,  knowledge, 
creativity,  and  enetgy  to  this  new  position  in  the  College.  As 
Vice  President  he  will  be  responsible  for  all  patient  cate 
activities  and  lot  leading  the  clinics  into  a  new  eta  of  excel- 
lence as  academic  health  facilities.  Dt.  Barresi  has  already 
announced  the  formation  of  a  Clinical  Service  Management 
Team  and  Clinical  Council,  which  will  be  evaluating  and 
developing  future  clinical  program  goals  at  the  College. 

New  Dean  of  Students 

Dr.  Alan  Seidman  joined  the  College  as  the  Dean  of  Student 
Affaits  in  February  2000. 

Prior  to  coming  to  the  College,  Dt.  Seidman  served  as 
Assistant  Vice  President  for  Enrollment  Services  at  West 
Chestet  Univetsity  of  Pennsylvania;  Senior 
Consultant  for  CoUegeways  Associates,  a 
business  he  started  to  ptovide  consult- 
ing services  to  colleges  and  univetsi- 
ties  regarding  college  selection,  attti- 
tion  and  tetention,  entoUment  man- 
agement and  student  services; 
Associate  Vice  President  for  Student 

Services  at  Parkland  College,  Champaign, 

ri,       .     T^  r  A  I  Or.  Alan  Seidman 

Illinois;  Director  or  Admissions  at 

Westchestet  Community  College,  New  York;  Director  of 
Admissions  at  Cayuga  County  Community  College,  New 
Yofk;  and  teacher  in  the  Glassboro,  New  Jersey  Public 
Schools. 

Dr.  Seidman  received  a  B.A.,  and  M.A.  from  Glassboro 
State  College,  New  Jersey,  and  earned  his  Ed.D.  from 
Syracuse  University,  New  York.  He  has  given  dozens  of  pro- 
fessional presentations  and  published  widely  in  the  areas  of 
student  college  retention  and  entollment  management. 

Dr.  Seidman  is  also  the  creator  and  editor  of  a  scholarly, 
referred  quarterly  journal  titled  Journal  of  the  College  Student 
Retention:  Research,  Theory  and  Practice.  He  is  also  the  cteatot 
and  ownet  of  retention— 1  listserv,  a  discussion  list  fot  reten- 
tion/attfition  issues  with  over  1,000  members  worldwide. 
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And  he  is  the  creator,  developer,  and  owner  of  a  website 
devoted  to  tudent  retention  issues,  www.collegeways.com. 

Dr.  Seidman,  who  is  already  on  a  first  name  basis  with 
most  of  the  students,  is  enthusiastic  about  helping  them 
achieve  their  personal  and  academic  goals  while  further 
enhancing  the  services  of  the  Student  Affairs  team: 
Admissions,  Academic  Support,  Fmancial  Aid,  Registrar, 
and  Student  Life. 

Two  New  Members  Elected  to  the 
Board  of  Trustees 

Dr.  Robert  Child  is  a  1978  graduate  of  The  New  England 
College  of  Optometry  and  has  served  on  the  Board  of 
Corporators  for  five  years.  He  is  past  president  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Optometric  Association  where  he  currently  sits  as  a 
trustee,  and  past  president  of  the  New  England  Council  of 
Optometrists,  where  he  was  highly  involved  with  the  well- 
received  Leadership  Development  Program. 

Dr.  Child  has  practiced  in  Middletown,  Rhode  Island, 
for  over  20  years  and  is  active  in  the  local  Masonic  lodge.  He 
is  an  avid  horseman,  riding  successfully  in  English  pleasure 
competitions  regionally  and  in  199.^,  was  a  founder  of 
Western  Encounters,  a  Wyoming  based  outfitter  for  horse- 
back riding  holidays.  Locally,  he  sails  whenever  possible  and 
his  long-term  goals  include  a  global  circumnavigation.  Dr. 
Child  is  married  to  Kathleen,  a  software  analyst,  who,  after 
years  of  travel,  is  finally  working  out  of  a  home  office. 

Dr  Carl  F.  Gruning  graduated  from  The  New  England 
College  of  Optometry*  in  1966  after  completing  his  under- 
graduate studies  at  the  University  of  Bridgeport  and  New 
York  LIniversity.  He  established  a  private  practice  in 
Fairfield,  Connecticut,  which  quickly  grew  into  one  of  the 
premier  vision  therapy  practices  in  the  United  States.  In 
1989,  Dr.  Gruning  merged  his  practice  to  found  Eye  Care 
Associates  of  Fairfield,  a  multi-disciplinary,  full-scope  prac- 
tice with  special  emphasis  in  vision  therapy,  pediatrics,  and 
rehabilitative  optometry. 


Dr.  Gruning  has  always  had  a  strong  interest  in  opto- 
metric education  and  has  taught  at  the  State  University  of 
New  York's  College  of  Optometry  since  its  founding  in 
1971,  rising  to  the  rank  of  Clinical  Professor.  By  opening  his 
practice  to  scores  of  student  externs,  he  has  provided  invalu- 
able experience  in  vision  therapy  and  behavioral  optometry 
to  scores  of  future  optometrists.  In  recognition  of  his  exper- 
tise and  service,  he  holds  adjunct  faculty  status  at  The  New 
England  College  of  Optometry,  Southern  College  of 
Optometry-,  Pennsylvania  College  of  Optometry,  and  Indiana 
LIniversity  School  of  Optometry. 

Dr.  Gruning  has  been  actively  involved  at  the  national 
level,  serving  as  chair  of  the  AOA  Council  on  Clinical 
Optometric  Care  (which  accredited  clinical  facilities),  chair 
of  the  AOA  Commission  on  Quality  Assessment  and 
Improvement,  and  as  chair  of  the  International  Exam  and 
Certifying  Board  of  the  College  of  Optometrists  in  Vision 
Development  (COVD).  He  was  president  of  COVD  from 
1998-2000.  He  is  a  Fellow  of  the  American  Academy  of 
Optometry,  a  Fellow  of  COVD,  and  has  been  elected 
Distinguished  Practitioner  in  Optometry  of  the  National 
Academies  of  Practice.  He  serves  on  numerous  community 
service  boards  and  organizations. 


The  Dr.  Hyman  R.  Kai 
Center 


lens  Student 


Most  of  you  have  learned  of,  and  were  saddened  by  the 
sudden  death  of  Dr.  Hyman  R.  Kamens  '47,  on  March  2, 
2000.  The  outpouring  of  response  to  the  College  and  Mrs. 
Barbara  Kamens  is  a  true  testimony  to  his  legacy. 

Hy  never  could  pass  up  the  opportunity  to  go  to  an 
optometric  conference,  and  the  majority  of  his  last  week 
was  spent  at  the  SECO  conference  in  Atlanta,  Georgia. 
Fortunately,  he  was  able  to  connect  with  hundreds  of  alimini 
during  the  trip  and  had  a  great  time  doing  what  he  loved  to  do 
best.  He  couldn't  wait  for  the  AOA  Conference  in  Las  Vegas. 
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Dr.  Hy  Kamens 

The  "Dr.  Hyman  R.  Kamens  Exploratory  Committee" 
was  formed  last  spring  to  consider  how  best  to  honor  Hy's 
memory  and  his  more  than  50  years  of  dedication  to  the 
College,  its  students,  and  the  optometric  profession.  With 
Mrs.  Barbara  Kamens  acting  as  honorary  chair,  the  commit- 
tee has  recommended  that  a  special  fundraismg  effort  be 
conducted  within  the  current  fiscal  year.  Faculty,  staff,  stu- 
dents and  friends  of  Hy  will  be  contacted  to  make  a  charita- 
ble contribution  to  honor  his  life's  work.  All  gifts  will  be 
restricted  solely  for  the  operation  and  support  of  a  Dr. 
Hyman  R.  Kamens  Student  Center.  It  was  the  consensus 
ot  this  group,  many  of  whom  were  Hy's  friends  and  col- 
leagues, that  a  "Kamens"  student  center  was  a  proper  and 
fitting  tribute  to  a  man  who  had  given  so  much  to  genera- 
rions  of  New  England  College  of  Optometry  students. 

Members  of  The  New  England  College  of  Optometry 
community  will  be  contacted  later  this  fall  to  enlist  their 
participation  in  this  very  special  project,  in  the  effort  to  pay 
appropriate  tribute  to  this  very  special  man. 


The  Office  of  Institutional 
Advancement  and  Development 

Last  February  the  Institutional  Advancement  and 
Development  Committee  of  the  Board  ot  Trustees  endorsed 
the  re-naming  of  the  Office  of  Development  and  Alumni 
Relations.  The  department  is  now  officially  designated  as  the 
Office  of  Institutional  Advancement  and  Development. 
Members  of  the  Committee  felt  that  such  a  change  would  be 
in  keeping  with  the  Committee's  updated  and  expanded 
efforts  to  increase  The  New  England  College  of  Optometry's 
visibility  and  resources  in  pursuit  of  major  institutional  goals. 

Under  the  leadership  of  IAD  Chair,  Dr.  Ronald 
Ferrucci  '74,  the  Committee  determined  that  the  new  name 
better  encompassed  the  new  mission  statement  developed 
and  approved  by  the  group.  The  new  mission  statement  for 
Institutional  Advancement  is  as  follows: 

•»♦  Enhance  the  image  and  visibility  of  The  New  England 
College  of  Optometry 

♦t»  Increase  the  College's  endowment  and  net  worth 

♦»♦  Assist  in  developing  a  strategic  plan  of  institutional  goals 

♦J*  Develop  and  promote  programs  and  activities  related  to 
development,  alumni  relations/affairs,  public  relations, 
publications,  special  events,  and  networking  with  leaders 
in  health  care,  business,  and  government 

♦♦♦  Communicate  and  coordinate  efforts  with  all  elements  of 
the  College  community 

♦♦*  Contribute  to  the  College's  breakthrough  goals  and 
institutional  priorities 

♦♦♦  Increase  the  level  of  awareness  of  giving  opportunities 
among  alumni,  trustees,  and  friends  ot"  the  College 

♦♦♦  Develop  programs  and  activities  in  support  of  the 
College's  fundraising  efforts 

<♦  Identify  and  cultivate  potential  benefactors  of  the  College 

♦J"  Serve  as  resource  and  counsel  to  other  institutional 
committees 

*♦♦  Encourage  lifelong  support  of  the  College  as  a  part  of  the 
institutional  culture 
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Dr.  Nancy  Coletta 

The  College  is  proud  to  announce  the  ptomotions 
of  Dr.  Nancy  Coletta  as  a  tenured  faculty  and  Drs. 
Richard  Jamara  '80,  and  Stacy  Lyons  '88,  as 
Associate  Professors  ot  Optometry. 

Dr.  Coletta  joined  the  faculty  in  1996  as  an 
Associate  Professor  of  Optometry.  She  received  her 
Ph.D.  in  Physiological  Optics  from  the  Universit)-  of 
California,  Berkeley,  and  her  Doctor  of  Optometry 
degree  from  the  Pennsylvania  College  of  Optometry. 
Dr.  Coletta  has  responsibility  for  two  of  the  primary 
optics  courses.  Geometric  Optics  and  Visual  Optics. 
Her  general  area  of  research  is  the  relationship  between 
the  optics  of  the  eye  and  visual  performance  with  a 
specialty  in  visual  performance  at  low  luminance  lev- 
els. She  is  also  a  member  of  the  program  planning 
committee  of  Vision  Science  and  Its  Applications  com- 
mittee of  the  Optical  Society  of  America. 


Dr.  Richard 
Jamara 


Dr.  Jamara  joined  the  faculty  in 
1995,  after  15  years  in  clinical 
practice  as  a  low  vision  spe- 
cialist. He  received  his 
Doctor  of  Optometry  degree 
from  The  New  England 
College  of  Optometry  in 
1980.  Dr.  Jamara  is  instructor  of 
record  for  the  first  year  course. 
Optometry  Theor}'  and  Methods, 
and  also  teaches  the  Vision  Rehabilitation  laboratories 
to  third  year  students.  He  has  also  been  active  in  lead- 
ership roles  within  the  faculty  governance  structure  of 
the  College.  He  currently  chairs  the  Curriculum 
Committee  that  is  involved  in  a  major  review  of  the 
teaching  program  entitled  Curriculimi  2010. 

Dr.  Lyons  joined  the  faculty  in  1989,  and 
became  a  ftill-time  member  in  1997.  Dr.  Lyons 

received  her  Doctor  of  Optometry 
degree  from  The  New 
England  College  of 
Optometry  in  1988,  and 
followed  that  with  a 
Fellowship  in  Binocular 
Vision  and  Pediatric 
Optometry,  which  she 
completed  in  1989.  Dr. 
Lyons  has  served  as  the 
Chief  of  Pediatrics/Binocular  Vision  for  the  past  year. 
An  accomplished  pediatric  optometrist,  she  is 
Director  of  the  Seamark  Vision  Clinic  at  the  Cotting 
School,  which  serves  a  large  population  of  special 
needs  children. 


Dr.  Stacy  Lyons 
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International  Conference  on  Hppia 


New  Faculty 

The  College  welcomes  several  new  members  to  the  faculty. 
Alan  Kwok,  O.D.,  received  his  Doctor  of  Optometry 
degree  from  the  University  of  Waterloo,  School  of 
Optometry,  in  1994  and  completed  a 
residency  in  Primary 
Care/Ocular  Disease  at  the 
College  this  past  year. 
During  the  intervening 
years.  Dr.  Kwok  practiced  in 
several  venues,  including  pri- 
vate practice,  as  an  in-house 
optometrist  for  a  refractive 

surgery  company,  and  also  spent 

,  ,  ,     „    .,  Dr.  Alan  Kwok 

several  months  at  the  laxila 

Christian  Hospital  in  Pakistan.  Dr.  Kwok,  who  will  work  in 
primary  care  and  ocular  disease,  will  bring  to  the  faculty  a 
special  interest  in  cornea  and  refractive  surgery. 

Marjorie  Jeandervin,  O.D.,  Ph.D.,  joins  us  from  The 
Ohio  State  University,  where  she  earned  her  Doctor  of 
Optometry  degree  in  1995  and  completed  her  Ph.D.  just 
this  past  spring.  While  working  on  her  Ph.D.,  Dr. 
Jeandervin  has  been  teaching  clinically  and  served  as  an 
instructor  in  a  number  of  teaching  laboratories.  Dr. 
Jeandervin's  research  is  in  the  areas  of  near  work  and  myopia, 
and  she  will  continue  these  efforts  after  her  arrival  here.  As  a 
result  of  her  research  efforts.  Dr.  Jeandervin  published  quite 
widely,  and  has  received  a  number  of  awards  including  being 
named  an  Ezell  Fellow  in  1998  and  1999  by  the  American 
Optometric  Foundation. 

Melissa  Rice,  O.D.,  has  just 
completed  the  residency  in 

Pediatrics  at  the  College,  and  is 
assuming  a  position  in  our 
pediatrics  and  binocular  vision 
service.  Prior  to  coming  to 
Boston  last  year.  Dr.  Rice  was  at 

Indiana  University  where  she 

Dr.  Melissa  Rice 


completed  her  Doctor  of  Optometry  degree  in  1999-  While 
at  Indiana  University,  Dr.  Rice  also  served  as  an  assistant 
laboratory  instructor  in  Ocular  Motility.  Dr.  Rice  is  a  co- 
author on  an  Ocular  Motility  CD-ROM  that  should  be  pub- 
lished shortly  as  a  text  for  ocular  motility  classes. 

Chinese  Visiting  Scholars 

As  part  of  the  continuation  of  the  China  Optometric 
Resource  Development  (CORD)  Project,  the  College  wel- 
comed five  visiting  scholars  to  the  College  for  the  month  of 
July.  Drs.  Wang,  Chenxiao  (Wenzhou),  Zhang,  Hongbo 
(Tianjin),  Hu,  Wenzheng  (Shanghai),  Ma,  Lin  (West  China), 
Lin,  Zhi  (Guangzhou)  participated  in  a  one-month  intensive 
Refraction  and  Contact  Lenses  Training  Program,  coordinat- 
ed by  Drs.  Ron  Watanabe  and  Guang-Ji  Wang.  While  in 
Boston,  the  group  participated  in  the  VIII  International 
Conference  on  Myopia,  attended  the  Symphony,  and  also 
experienced  a  typical  American  barbecue,  courtesy  of  Dr. 
Daniel  Kurtz,  '82,  and  his  wife  Lynn. 

VIII  International  Conference  on 
Myopia  Held  in  Boston 

The  New  England  College  of  Optometry  and  Schepens  Eye 
Research  Institute  hosted  the  VIII  International  Conference 
on  Myopia  in  July.  Two  hundred  scientists  and  eye  doctors 
from  24  countries  attended  the  biannual  conference,  which 
convened  in  the  U.S.  for  the  first  time  in  more  than  10  years. 

Although  myopia  is  one  of  the  oldest  conditions  known 
to  eye  practitioners,  it  was  not  treated  as  a  serious  topic  for 
experimental  research  until  about  20  years  ago.  The  steady 
increase  in  attendance  at  the  myopia  conferences  reflects  the 
growing  interest  in  this  line  of  research  since  the  first  confer- 
ence was  held  in  New  York  City  in  1 964. 

The  main  theme  throughout  this  year's  conference  was  a 
strong  desire  to  understand  the  mechanisms  that  induce 
myopia  in  children  so  preventive  strategies  can  be  adopted  in 
the  future.  Scientists  are  using  epidemiology,  molecular 
genetics,  biochemistry,  molecular  biology,  wavetront  optics 
and  current  clinical  procedures  as  approaches  to  solving  the 
myopia  riddle. 
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Research  in  this  area  is  moving  ahead  at  such  a  rapid 
pace  that  even  the  myopia  researchers  themselves  are  being 
swept  along  by  a  rapid  succession  of  new  data,  new  theories, 
and  new  hypotheses  for  future  investigations.  As  a  result, 
there  was  a  great  deal  of  excitement  and  optimism  among 
conference  participants  for  finding  multiple  paths  to  prevent 
or  at  least  control  the  development  of  myopia.  The  confer- 
ence was  organized  around  all  major  lines  of  myopia  research 
and  some  of  the  presentations  are  summarized  below. 

Myopia  in  Large  Pnpiilatinris 

Epidemiological  data  presented  at  the  conference  under- 
scored the  reason  for  a  growth  of  interest  in  myopia. 
Researchers  reported  that  there  is  a  staggering  incre;ise  in 
myopia  in  urban  areas  of  Asia.  More  than  JO^/  of  nine-year- 
old  children  in  Singapore  are  myopic  and  more  than  9091-  of 
medical  and  graduate  students  are  myopic  in  Japan,  Taiwan, 
China,  and  Singapore  by  the  time  they  finish  school.  A  third 
of  these  advanced  students  have  such  severe  myopia  that  it 
increases  their  risk  for  numerous  other  eye  diseases. 
Meanwhile,  Dr.  Hans  Fledelius  of  Denmark  noted  that  the 
rate  of  myopia  has  not  increased  in  many  European  countries 
during  the  past  four  decades.  Many  of  the  studies  presented 
at  the  conference  showed  a  strong  inheritance  factor  in 
myopia  but  genetics  alone  cannot  explain  the  rapid  increase 
of  myopia  in  Asia.  This  appears  to  relate  to  increasingly 
demanding  educational  systems. 

Clinical  Studies 

Several  researchers  are  currently  using  available  clinical  pro- 
cedures to  slow  the  progression  of  myopia  in  school  children 
with  mild  cases  of  myopia.  Dr.  Lu  Fan  of  Wenzhou  Medical 
College  in  China  used  orthokeratology  to  significantly 
reduce  myopia  but  the  effect  of  this  contact  lens  procedure 
was  not  permanent.  In  another  study.  Dr.  George  Fulk  from 
Northeastern  State  University  in  Oklahoma  used  bifocal 
lenses  to  try  to  slow  the  progression  of  myopia  in  school- 
children. He  reported  only  a  marginally  significant  improve- 
ment so  this  procedure  shows  promise  but  does  not  yet 
deliver.  Several  larger  clinical  trials  funded  by  the  National 


Eye  Institute  are  currently  underway.  These  studies  were  also 
discussed  but  they  are  still  in  progress  so  the  results  are  not 
yet  known. 

Optical  Approaches 

Some  research  areas  have  grown  due  to  advances  in  technolo- 
gy. Optical  aberrations  measured  with  new  wavefront  sens- 
ing equipment  shows  that  many  myopic  people  have  optical 
irregularities.  The  technology  for  measuring  these  irregulari- 
ties was  only  developed  about  ten  years  ago  yet  scientists 
from  Boston,  Indiana,  Canada,  China,  and  Spain  are  already 
reporting  that  myopic  people  are  optically  different  from 
emmetropic  people  in  unexpected  ways.  Dr.  Frank  Thorn 
'79,  chair  of  the  meeting,  suggested  that  these  irregularities 
may  be  genetically  biised,  that  the  image  degradation  they 
cause  may  be  especially  noticeable  with  printed  text,  and 
that  this  specific  pattern  of  image  degradation  may  trigger 
the  biochemical  mechanisms  involved  in  the  development  of 
myopia  in  school-age  children. 

Traditionally,  some  eye 
care  professionals  have  believed 
that  children  tend  to  accom- 
modate too  strongly  and  this 
effort  forces  the  eye  to  stretch 
which,  in  turn,  produces 
myopia.  Others  believed  that 
genetics  was  solely  responsible 
for  myopia,  so  accommodation 

and  clarity  of  focus  were  unimportant  in  its  development. 
However,  several  scientists  have  recently  found  that  young 
children  under  accommodate  while  they  are  developing 
myopia  but  their  accommodation  returns  to  normal  during 
their  teenage  years  when  myopia  ceases  to  progress.  Dr.  Jane 
Gwiazda  and  the  Children's  Vision  Laboratory  at  The  New 
England  College  of  Optometry  was  one  of  the  first  groups  to 
report  this  surprising  discovery.  At  present,  there  are  several 
competing  theories  as  to  how  this  under  accommodation 
may  relate  to  ocular  aberrations,  ocular  alignment,  and  the 
development  of  myopia. 


VIM  International 
Conference  on 
Myopia 
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Dr.  Eric  Weissberg  '97. 


The  accurate  measurement  of  accommodation  during 
specific  tasks  takes  on  new  importance  in  light  of  this  dis- 
covery. Accommodation  measurements  are  difficult  to  obtain 
when  a  child  is  actively  looking  at  a  near  target.  In  a 
remarkable  demonstration,  Dr.  David  Troilo  of  The  New 
England  College  of  Optometry  used  a  new  optical  instru- 
ment in  his  laboratory  that  was  mvented  by  a  colleague  in 
Germany  and  showed  how  accommodation  can  be  measured 
continuously  20  times  per  second  in  young  chickens  and 
monkeys.  This  equipment  was  available  for  demonstration 
during  the  conference. 

Biochemical  Approaches 

Biologists  are  also  studying  neurons  and  neurotransmitters 
in  the  retina  that  interpret  the  blur  signals  caused  by  wear- 
ing the  wrong  eyeglasses,  proteoglycan  molecular  changes 
that  take  place  during  excessive  growth  of  the  sclera  at  the 
back  of  the  eye,  and  the  recent  emergence  of  retinoic  acid  as 
the  molecule  that  may  link  information  m  the  retina  to 


mechanisms  of  excessive  scleral  growth.  These  approaches  all 
provide  opportunities  to  intervene  with  pharmaceutical 
agents  in  an  attempt  to  stop  the  excessive  elongation  of  the 
eye  that  underlies  myopia. 

Pirenzipene,  a  drug  closely  related  to  atropine  that  has 
no  effect  on  ocular  accommodation,  is  the  hot  drug  of  the 
moment.  A  small  pharmaceutical  company.  Valley  Forge 
Pharmaceuticals,  will  be  starting  large-scale  clinical  trials  in 
the  U.S.  and  Asia  to  see  if  pirenzipene  can  control  myopia 
without  significant  side  effects. 

Dr.  James  Mertz  gave  a  presentation  on  the  biochemi- 
cal research  he  is  doing  at  The  New  England  College  of 
Optometry.  He  has  shown  that  retinoic  acid  is  presenr  in 
huge  amounts  in  the  choroid  of  the  eye  but  practically  van- 
ishes in  young  chickens  that  are  induced  to  develop  myopia 
in  the  laboratory.  Dr.  Mertz  is  now  analyzing  this  process  to 
show  how  retinoic  acid  may  be  the  missing  link  that  conveys 
retinal  signals  to  control  scleral  growth. 
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Sdue  the  Date 


Please  mark  your  calendar  for  a  very  special 
event  next  spring!  The  College  will  be  present- 
ing a  Planned  Giving  Seminar  at  the  Beacon 
Street  campus  on  April  25,  2001.  Nationally  renowned 
planned  giving  expert  and  author  Debra  Ashton  will  be  the 
featured  speaker.  Cocktails  and  dinner  will  follow  this  lively 
and  informative  presentation  with  Ms.  Ashton 
and  College  President  Alan  Lewis  '65.  Please 
join  us! 

Sixth  Annual  Alumni  and 
Continuing  Education  Weekend 

will  take  place  on  the  weekend  of 
October  13,  14,  and  15.  The  weekend  includes 
two  full  days  ot  Continuing  Education 
Programs,  Reunions  tor  the  Classes  of  1950, 
1975,  1980,  1985,  1990,  1995,  and  all 
classes  prior  to  1950.  On  Saturday, 
October  14,  the  College  will  host  the 
"Almost  Fifty"  retirement  party  for  Dr. 
Frank  Kozol  '48. 

Come  visit  your  colleagues  at  the  Alumni 
Open  House  during  American  Academy  of 
Optometry  meeting  in  Orlando,  Florida,  on 
December  9,  2000.  The  College  will  also  host  a  Presidential 
Reception  on  the  East  Coast  of  Florida  during  the  week  of 
December  11th.  Floridians  should  be  receiving  invites  to 
the  reception  in  late  October. 

In  Search  of —  All  New  England  CoUege 
of  Optometr)-  Alumni.  In  an  effort  to  bring 
alumni  from  around  the  globe  back  together, 

The  New  England  College  of  Optometry  is  proud  to 

announce  the  publication  ot  the  all-new  Alumni  Director}'. 

Check  you  mailbox  later  this  fall  for  more  information  on 

the  new  directory. 


Dr.  Frank  Kozol's 


Retirement    Party 
1  0/14/00 

Alumni  Profiles:  In  the  Next  Issue  of 
Perspatn'e,  we  would  like  to  present  a  series  of 
alumni  profiles  that  will  highlight  the  careers 
and  interests  of  some  of  The  New  England  College  of 
Optometry  graduates.  If  you  have  suggestions  on  colleagues 
who  you  think  we  might  profile,  or  if  you  would  like  to 
submit  a  profile,  please  include  that  information  on  the 
back  of  your  Class  Notes  form,  or  contact  the  Alumni 
Relations  Office  at  617/236-6285  or  by  Email  at: 
woodsl@ne-optometr)'.edu. 
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Class  Holes 


Name: 

Class  of: 

Home  Address: 

City: 

State: 

Zip  Code: 

Business  Address: 

City: 

State: 

Zip  Code: 

Home  Phone: 

Business  Phone: 

Email  Address: 


Web  Page  Address: 


Do  we  have  your  permission  to  post  your  email  and  web  page  address  on  the  alumni  web  page?  Yes  No 


1.  Please  update  us  on  your  practice  and  career.  What  type  of  practice  are  you  in? 


Please  tell  us  about  your  professional  development  and  affiliations? 


3.  Please  update  us  on  your  family,  interests  and  hobbies. 


4.  Do  you  stay  in  touch  with  your  classmates  and  other  alumni? 


5.  Do  you  have  any  ideas  or  comments  you  want  to  share  with  the  College  or  the  Alumni  Associatic 


Please  return  your  completed  Class  Notes  by  December  1 ,  2000,  to: 
Alumni  Relations  Office  <♦  The  New  England  College  of  Optometry  ♦  424  Beacon  Street,  Boston,  MA  02115 
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fllumni  Hems 


Dr.  Randolph  Brooks  77,  was  elected  to  the  American 
Optometric  Association's  Board  of  Trustees  on  Saturday,  June 
25th  at  the  AOA  annual  meeting  in  Las  Vegas,  Nevada.  Dr. 
Brooks  practices  in  a  multi-disciplinary  group  practice  in 
New  Jersey  where  he  is  the  senior  doctor  He  was  president  of" 
the  New  Jersey  Society  ot  Optometric  Physicians  in  1995-97, 
is  a  Fellow  ot  the  American  Academy  of  Optometry,  and  a 
continuing  recipient  of  the  Optometric  Recognition  Award. 
Dr.  Brooks  joins  alumnus  Dr.  Richard  Wallingford  '75,  of 
Maine  (and  College  Trustee)  on  the  Board  ot  the  American 
Optometric  Association. 

Dr.  Depew  Chauncey  '80,  is  the  recipient  of  the 
Optometric  Editors  Association  Award  for  his  article,  The 
Accelerated  Doctor  of  Optometry  Program:  Oiitcumei  Assessment, 
published  in  the  summer  1999  Issue  of  Optometr/c  Education. 

Dr  Walter  Potaznick  '76,  recently  returneti  from  his 
third  visit  to  South  Atrica  where  he  lectured  and  held  work- 
shops throughout  the  country  in  conjunction  with  the  joint 
programs  between  The  New  England  College  of  Optometry 
and  the  South  African  Graduate  Institute  of  Optometry-.  Some 
of  his  activities  were  highlighted  in  an  August  1 1,  2000 
newspaper  article  "Optometric  expert  visits  Gralnamstown" 
published  in  the  Grahamstown  Grocotts  (News). 

Summer  Internship  Employment 
Program 

The  Summer  Intern  Employment  Program  h;is  been 
designed  by  Dr.  Gary  Moss  '74,  and  the  Academic  Affairs 
department  tor  the  mutual  benefit  of  alumni  practitioners 
and  second  year  students.  The  College  has  long  held  that 
alumni  practices  are  an  extremely  valuable,  yet  un-tapped 
resource  tor  adjunct  learning.  Through  this  program,  we 
hope  to  offer  second  year  students  the  opportunity  to 
enhance  their  practice  management  and  communications 
skills,  as  well  as  assist  in  providing  our  alumni  with  quali- 
fied, trained  ancillary  staff,  particularly  through  the  summer 
months.  This  flexible  program  can  provide  alumni  with 
exceptional  full-time  ophthalmic  technicians  at  a  reasonable 
cosr.  If  you  are  interested  in  this  program,  please  contact 


Dr.  Gary  Moss  at  (617)  236-6262  or  you  may  Email  him 
at  garymoss@renaissancefarm.com.  Dr.  Moss  will  be 
mailing  a  complete  description  of  the  program  to  all  alumni 
later  this  fail. 

2000  Special  Olympics 

A  host  ot  Alumni  and  College  faculty  volunteered  their  ser- 
vices at  the  2000  Special  Olympics  'Vision  Screening  this 
past  June  during  the  Massachusetts  Summer  Games. 
Participating  optometrists,  Drs.  Stacy  Lyons  '88,  Gary  Chu 
'95,  Nancy  Carlson  '^^,  Erik  Weissberg  '97,  Marcia 
Green  '^4,  Mary  Mathias  '88,  Amy  Sylvester  '00, 
Kathleen  Harms  00  and  Drs.  Melissa  Rice  and  Valerie 
Kelly,  screened  over  1 34  athletes. 


Special  Olympics  Screening. 


(D 


^■^1 


m. 


O/  (J  L'emorial  Day  weekend  was  one  of  pride  and  celebration  for 
graduates  and  friends  of  the  Class  of  2000.  On  Friday  evening,  students 
and  their  guests  attended  the  Annual  Awards  and  Commencement 
Dinner,  which  turned  out  to  be  the  largest  dinner  to  date. 

Commencement  Exercises  were  held  on  the  morning  of  Saturday, 
May  27,  2000,  with  President  Alan  Lewis 
leading  the  ceremonies.  Valedictorians 
Michael  E.  Dal  ton  and  Leah  Elise 
Shanfeld  addressed  the  audience  on 
their  future  in  the  profession  of 
optometry.  The  conferring  of  the 
honorary  degree  was  presented  by 
Board  Chairman,  Norman  C.  Specter, 
Esq.,  to  Dr.  Egon  Werthamer  '50. 

If  you  are  interested  in  acquiring  a  '^'■-  Rebecca  Horner 

video  of  the  2000  Commencement  Exercises  in  their  entirety,  you  may 
contact  the  Alumni  Office  at  617/236-6285. 


Dr.  Owen  Peters  with  Dr.  Lewis  and  Dr.  Seidman. 


Dr.  David  Pedigowith  Dr.  Lewis  and  Dr.  Seidman. 
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Dr.  Tonya  Rumpf  Ford 
with  her  mother. 


Or.  Raj  Sajal  Parmar,  Dr.  Pajesh  Patel 
with  their  families. 
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Doctor  of  Humane  Letters  Recipient  Dr.  Egon  lUerthamer  '50 


Dr.  Egon  Werthamer  was  presented  with  the  hon- 
orary degree,  Doctor  of  Humane  Letters  from  The 
New  England  College  of  Optometry  during  its  106 
Commencement  Exercise  on  Saturday,  May  27,  2000. 

Dr.  Werthamer  was  born  in  Vienna,  Austria  in 
1925.  In  response  to  the  Nazi  occupation  of  Austria, 
his  family  immigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1939 
when  he  was  I4  years  of  age.  He  studied  engineering 
at  Brooklyn  College  in  New  York,  and  graduated 
magna  cum  laude  and  class  valedictorian  from  the 
Massachusetts  College  of  Optometry. 

Dr.  Werthamer  began  his  career  in  private  prac- 
tice in  Baltimore,  Maryland,  where  he  has  remained  in 
practice  for  50  years.  An  early  proponent  of  providing 
eye  and  vision  care  for  low  income  families,  he  initiat- 
ed programs  of  free  screenings  and  education  to  identi- 
fy those  who  needed  care  and  provided  his  services 
independent  of  a  patient's  ability  to  pay.  He  also 
learned  sign  language  and  for  years  was  the  only  prac- 
titioner in  Baltimore  providing  care  to  the  hearing 
impaired.  He  also  served  for  many  years  as  the  execu- 
tive director  of  the  Optometric  Center  of  Baltimore, 
which  still  is  a  major  source  of  eye  care  for  Baltimore's 
indigent  population. 

Always  active  in  organized  optometry,  Dr. 
Werthamer  was  instrumental  in  securing  the  legisla- 
tion that  finally  included  optometrists  in  the  federal 
Medicare  program.  He  twice  served  as  president  of 


the  Maryland  Optometric  Association  from  1982  to 
1 986.  He  was  elected  the  American  Optometric 
Association's  (AOA)  secretary-treasurer  in  1986.  An 
early  proponent  of  blood  pressure  screening  by 
optometrists,  he  was  a  member  of  the  National  High 
Blood  Pressure  Coordinating  Committee  of  the 
National  Institutes  of  Health.  He  was  named  AOA- 
PAC's  Key  person  of  the  Year  in  1995  for  his  lobby- 
ing efforts  on  behalf  of  optometry.  He  currently 
serves  on  the  AOA  Commission  on  Ophthalmic 
Standards. 

Dr.  Werthamer  has  been  extremely  active  in  pro- 
moting the  participation  of  optometrists  in  the  pub- 
lic health  arena.  A  long  time  member  of  the  Vision 
Care  Section  of  the  American  Public  Health 
Association,  he  is  a  national  spokesman  and  advocate 
for  public  health  optometry.  His  efforts  were  recog- 
nized in  1999  when  he  received  that  organization's 
Distinguished  Service  Award. 

When  delivering  the  award.  President  Alan 
Lewis  '65,  expressed  his  admiration  for  his  colleague 
"Dr.  Egon  Werthamer  represents  all  that  is  best  in  a 
health  care  professional.  He  has  combined  a  life-long 
commitment  to  excellence  in  patient  care  with  com- 
passion for  the  underserved  and  a  dedication  to  pub- 
lic service.  He  brings  honor  and  distinction  to  the 
optometric  profession". 


Faculty  fluiards 


Dr.  Thomas  Freddo  76 

Foster  Namias  Award  for 
Superior  Classroom  Instruction 


Dr.GaryChu'qS 

Carroll  Martus  Award  for 
Superior  Clinical  Instruction 
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2000  Graduate  Degrees 


Doctor  of  Optometry 

Jeffrey  David  Ainley 
Greenville,  Rhode  Island 


Catherine  Anne  AUard 
Andover,  Massachusetts 
lya  Schudrtz  Behavioral  Vision  Award 
Alain  Contact  Lens  Award 

Ritu  Bajaj** 
Madras,  India 

Stephen  Peter  Bochnak 

Sherborn,  Massachusetts 

Bethany  P.  Bolden 

Sacramento,  California 

Joelle  Bouldoukian-Choucair 

Beirut,  Lebanon 

Advanced  Standint^  International  Program 
Scholastic  Achievement  Award 

Kimberely  Ann  Branch 

Espanola,  New  Mexico 

Michael  P.  Brehtn 

Cohoes,  New  York 

Fabrice  Brenot 

Medtord,  Massachusetts 

Olessia  Xenia  Butenko 

Syracuse,  New  York 

WiUiam  Butler 
Warren,  Ohio 

Betsy  Frances  Cabanillas 

Newton,  Massachusetts 

Helen  J.  Chandoha 

Monsey,  New  York 
National  Optometric  Student 
Association  Award 

Yang  P.  Chang 

Vancouver,  New  York 

Ellen  Reilly  Christian 

Santa  Cruz,  California 

Vision  Service  Plan  Award 

Beider  Moral  Obligation  Scholarship 

Brian  Eirik  Coe 
Camarillo,  California 

Jacqueline  E.  Coronel 

Kensington,  Maryland 

Carolyn  Cutre 

North  Syracuse,  New  York 
College  of  Optometrists  in  Vision 
Development  Award 

Rhett  Dadej 

San  Diego,  California 

William  C.  Barrett  Memorial  Scholarship 


Michael  E.  Dalton 

Brighton,  Massachusetts 
Valedicttrry  Award 

Beta  Sigma  Kappa  Silver  Medal  Award 
Vista kon  Award 

Dana  Lee  Dean 

San  Diego,  California 

Lauren  J.  Dickerman**** 

Newton,  Massachusetts 

Amy  N.  Dufour 
Van  Buren,  Maine 
Beider  Moral  Obligation  Scholarship 

Thao  My  Dung 

San  Ramon,  Calitornia 

Ann  Thuy  Duong**** 

Los  Angeles,  California 

Jenny  Suit  Mei  Fan 

Quincy,  Massachusetts 

Kimberly  Mary  Farea 

Cambridge,  Massachusetts 

Maria  Francesca  Florio 

Johnston,  Rhode  Island 

Edward  R.  Ford 

Twin  Falls,  Idaho 

Dr  Edward f.  Troendk  Award 

Tonya  Rumpf  Ford 

Windham,  New  Hampshire 

Yasmine  S.  Fozooni 
Falls  Church,  Virginia 

Amy  Frances  Gerardi 

Stoneham,  Massachusetts 

Chandra  Yvette  Gibbs 

Lakeview  Terrace,  California 
Coming  Low  Vision  Award 
Alumni  Association  Award 

Michael  Philip  Goldstein 

Simsbury,  Connecticut 

Shaffin  Ahmed  Gulamhusein 

Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada 

Seema  Gupta* 

Brampton,  Ontario,  Canada 

Jennifer  Ann  Hazelwood  Ugarte 
Copley,  Ohio 

Rebecca  Anne  Horner 

Oshawa,  Ontario,  Canada 

Julie  Alicia  Jackson 
Ottawa,  Ontario,  Canada 
The  New  England  College  of  Optometry 
Clmic  Award 


Randic  J.  Jalbert 

Millbury,  Massachusetts 

Katherine  W.  James 
Charleston,  South  Carolina 

Annu  Nikhanj  Kaul 
Edmonton,  Alberta,  Canada 

Connie  K.  Kim 

Vienna,  Virginia 

Stephanie  K.  Kitamura 
Ontario,  Oregon 

Talya  D.  Koenig 

Downsview,  Ontario,  Canada 

Heather  Michelle  Lafone 

Newport  Beach,  California 

Lisa  M.  Landry 

Meriden,  Connecticut 

Dai  Amie  Le 

San  Jose,  California 

Anthony  M.  Lee 

Friendship,  Maine 
Visicjn  Service  Plan  Award 
SunSoft  Contact  Lens  Award 

Mark  AUen  Leipert 

Stowe,  Vermont 

Kristine  Marie  Lewis 

Holliston,  Massachusetts 

Yan  Li* 

Somer\'ille,  Massachusetts 
William  R.  Baldwin  Scholastic 
Achievement  Award 

Cristina  M.  Lopes 

Seekonk,  Massachusetts 

John  Loucopoulos*** 

Newton,  Massachusetts 

Baiisch  &  Loinb  Great  Start  Award 

Rhetland  A.  L.  MacDonald 

Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  Canada 

Lori  A.  Maggisano 

Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada 

William  Feinbloom  Low  Vision  Award 

Kendra  L.  Mahaffey 
Timberlake,  Ohio 

Aimee  Koren  Gray  Maher 

Raynham,  Massachusetts 

Beider  Moral  Obligation  Scholarship 

Thomas  George  Maher 

Whitesboro,  New  York 

Beider  /Moral  Obligation  Scholarship 
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Josianne  Manasse 

Newark,  New  Jersey 
National  Optometric  Student 
Association  Award 

Gail  Susan  Marchetto* 
Lee,  Massachuserts 

John  Harold  Matthews** 

Glasgow,  Kentucky 

Sunitha  C.  Mawilmada* 

Hampton,  Virginia 

Mitra  Elizabeth  Mehin 

West  Vancouver,  B.C.,  Canada 

Richard  W.  Meyer 

Worcester,  Massachusetts 

Neda  Moshasha 

Columbia,  Maryland 

Amy  Catherine  Nau 

Medford,  Massachusetts 

Wesley  Jesseii  Student  Recognition  Award 

Curtis  V.  Newcomb 

South  Glen  Falls,  New  York 

Tonya  C.  Newman-Farrell 

Lakeville,  N.B.,  Canada 

Tri  Minh  Ngo 

Garden  Grove,  California 

Alain  Hong  Nguyen 

Fountain  Valley,  California 

Phuong  A.  Nguyen 
Kensmgton,  Connecticut 

Tai  Anh  Nguyen 

Kensington,  Connecticut 

liana  Orelowitz 

Boston,  Massachusetts 

Richard  H.  Pagan 

Slotsburg,  New  York 

Micah  Vienhoc  Pan 

San  Francisco,  California 

Sajal  D.  Parmar 
London,  England 

Manish  Chandrakant  Patel 

Niagara  Falls,  Ontario,  Canada 

Rajesh  H.  Patel 

London,  England 

David  Juhan  Pedigo 

Seattle,  Washington 
Washington  Association  of  Optotnetric 
Physicians  Student  of  the  Year 


Owen  J.  Peters 

Yonkers,  New  York 
Dr.  F.  Dow  Stnith  Award 

Cory  Gene  Preston 

Armstrong,  Iowa 

Kathleen  Joyce  Prophet-Harms 

Newton,  Massachusetts 

Chuan  Qin* 

Alexandria,  Virginia 

John  Michael  Rabins** 

Colorado  Springs,  Colorado 

Stephen  P.  Rafalski** 

Whitesboro,  New  York 

Donna  Reed 

London,  England 

James  Dale  Reynolds,  Jr. 

Trucksville,  Pennsylvania 

Sonmi  P.  Rhee 
Gold  River,  California 

Kay  Racine  Ricciotti 

Leominster,  Massachusetts 

Sonal  Vrajlal  Rughani 

Nairobi,  Kenya 

Joseph  A.  Russo 

Bridgewater,  Massachusetts 

Isabel  Argeles  Sabate** 
Madrid,  Spain 

Daniele  Patrizio  Saltarelli 

St.  Catharines,  Ontario,  Canada 

Charles  M.  San  George  II 

Bufifalo,  New  York 

Crystal  L.  Seaforth 

Lowell,  Massachusetts 

Leah  Elise  Shanfeld 

London,  Ontario,  Canada 
Valedictory  Award 

Beta  Sigma  Kappa  Silver  Medal  Award 
RGP  Lens  Institute  Award 

Chong-hwa  Shin 

Paradise  Valley,  California 

Gina  Denise  Simmons 

Paradise  Valley,  Arizona 

Gregory  James  Stockbridge 

New  York  Mills,  New  York 
Marchon  Practice  Management  Award 


Christian  Boyd  Swenby 
Newman,  California 

Amy  Elizabeth  Sylvester 

Maidstone,  Ontario,  Canada 
Dr.  Hyntan  R.  Kamens  Scholarship 

Stacy  Mayumi  Taketa 

Seattle,  Washington 

Kevin  Due  Tran 

Watertown,  Massachusetts 

Marcia  Y.  Valero 
Mountain  View,  California 

Evangelos  Vatianou 

Aurora,  Illinois 

Mingjun  Wang* 
Harbin,  China 

April  Victoria  Wilkerson 
Upper  Marlboro,  Maryland 

Carey  Page  Willey 

Cambridge,  Maryland 

Beverly  J.  Wilson 

College  Park,  Maryland 

Bryan  Michael  Wolynski 

Oceanside,  New  York 

May  Man-Yee  Wong 

Daly  City,  California 

Richard  Edwin  Dittmer  Wood 

Ashburn,  Virginia 
Class  op  1 969  Scholarship 

Yin  Vin  Yuen** 
Boston,  Massachusetts 

Olga  G.  Zeldin* 

Newton,  Massachusetts 

Degrees  Awarded  on  Sept.7 ,  1999 

Doctor  of  Optometry 
Johan  Chanh  Tran 

Medtord,  Massachusetts 

Degrees  Awarded  on  Dec.  1,  1999 

Doctor  of  Optometry 
Charles  Stanley  Bailey,  III 

Ankeny,  Iowa 

Jay  P.  Kile 

Cranston,  Rhode  Island 


*Doctor  of  Optometry  awarded  on  September  5,  2000 
'■'"^■Doctor  of  Optometry  to  be  awarded  on  November  28,  2000' 
***Doaor  ofOptometij  awarded  on  March  3,  2000 
****Doctor  of  Optometry  awarded  on  June  30,  2000 
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The  information  in  Perspective  should  not  be 
considered  as  verification  that  a  degree  was 
received.  All  inquires  should  be  directed  to  the 
Registrar's  Office. 
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Report  of  Gifts 


Ciy  his  special  Penpatnv  Annual  Report  issue  is  a  tribute  to  all  who  provided  critical  financial  support  lor  The  New  England 
College  ot  Optometry  during  our  past  fiscal  year.  We  are  deeply  grateful  tor  these  gifts,  as  well  ai  tor  the  spirit  ot  commitment 
to  the  College  and  the  optometric  profession  that  each  contribution  represents. 

This  is  an  exhilarating  time  to  be  associated  with  The  New  England  College  of  Optometry.   There  is  much  to  both  cele- 
brate and  look  forward  to  for  those  of  us  who  are  members  of  the  College  community.   Marking  this  as  a  particularly  significant 
time  in  the  College's  history  is  the  completion  of  the  2()()()  hi  Sight  Campaign,  the  renovation  of  our  Beacon  Street  Campus,  the 
establishment  of  a  world-class  research  center,  the  unprecedented  growth  of  our  international  programs,  and  the  dawning  of  a 
new  era  as  Dr.  Alan  Lewis  begins  his  tenure  as  the  institution's  fifth  President.  As  we  consider  these  accomplishments,  we 
might  take  a  moment  to  savor  this  distinguished  histor}'  of  growth  and  achievement  and  to  contemplate  the  auspicious  future  of 
The  New  England  College  of  Optometry. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  recently  approved  a  set  of  "breakthrough"  goals  for  the  next  decade.  They  are  re-modeling  clinical 
education,  establishing  a  policy  institute  for  eye  care  policy  and  the  delivery  of  optometric  health  care  and  increasing  clinically 
focused  cross-departmental  research. 

The  creation  of  an  innovative  curriculum  model  of  clinical  education  will  keep  the  College  on  the  cutting  edge  of  clinical 
optometric  education  and  information  technology.  It  will  exemplif}'  excellence  in  clinical  teaching,  as  well  as  enable  the  College 
to  have  a  significant  impact  as  a  community  ser\'ice  provider.  With  the  establishment  of  the  Policy  Institute  for  the  Delivery  ot 
Eye  Care  (PI-DEC),  The  New  England  College  of  Optometr)-  will  create  programs  and  policy  that  will  shape  the  future  of 
optometry  and  eye  care  delivery  both  nationally  and  internationally.  The  Clinical  Optometric  Research  Endeavor  (CORE),  will 
operate  as  a  clinically  focused,  interdisciplinary  research  center  that  will  work  to  improve  the  diagnosis,  treatment,  manage- 
ment, and  prevention  of  common  optometric  problems. 

And  if  all  of  this  isn't  impressive  enough,  bear  in  mind  that  this  is  only  a  partial  list  of  innovative  initiatives  designed  to 
ensure  that  The  New  England  College  of  Optometry  continues  to  develop  as  a  flagship  institution  that  will  provide  visibility, 
pride,  and  prestige  to  the  optometric  profession. 

In  keeping  with  the  special  focus  of  this  annual  report  of  gifts,  1  would  like  to  thank  everyone  in  the  College's  extended 
family  for  choosing  this  fine  institution  as  the  beneficiary  of  their  philanthropic  support.   To  alumni,  volunteers,  friends  and 
supporters:  thank  you  for  making  the  College,  its  students  and  faculty  a  priority  for  your  charitable  support.  Thank  you  for  giv- 
ing of  yourself  and  your  resources.  And  thank  you  for  helping  The  New  England  College  of  Optometry  become  a  leader  in 
optometric  education  and  research.  Your  vision,  commitment  and  generosity  are  deeply  appreciated. 

Nancy  A.  Haverstock,  CERE 

Chief  Development  Officer 

Office  of  Institutional  Advancement  and  Development 
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Total  Contributions:  $589,360.00 

(July  1,  1999  through  June  30,  2000) 

We  apologize  for  any  omission  in  the  compilation  of  the  gift  listings, 

and  gratefully  acknowledge  the  generosity  of  all  donors. 


G/ft  Club  membership  based  on  the  total  of  outright  gifts  and  combined  matches,  if  any. 


The  Heritage  Society 


Long  a  source  of  strength  and  promise  for  The  New 
England  College  of  Optometry  have  been  the  individuals 
with  the  foresight  and  generosity  to  provide  significant  sup- 
port for  the  College  through  estate  planning.  Increasing 
numbers  of  alumni  and  friends  are  choosing  to  make  a 
deferred  gift  to  the  College. 

Because  this  tradition  is  so  important,  the  Heritage 
Society  has  been  established  to  recognize  and  honor  individ- 
uals who  have  made  a  planned  gift  to  help  secure  the  future 
of  the  College.  We  are  deeply  grateful  that  the  following 
donors  have  chosen  The  New  England  College  of  Optometry 
as  a  philanthropic  beneficiary  of  their  estate  plans. 


Larry  Clausen 

Joseph  and  Judith  Feidberg 
G.  Burtt  Holmes 
Arnold  and  Lillian  Katz 


Joseph  Molinari 
Norman  C.  Spector 
Melvin  and  Faye  Stack 
Wilham  Tolford 


The  PhiUnthropist  Society 

The  Philanthropist  Society  has  been  formed  to  recognize 
the  extraordinary  generosity  of  donors  who  have  given  a 
cumulative  total  of  $50,000  or  more  to  The  New  England 
College  of  Optometry.  The  members  of  this  distinguished 
group  have  demonstrated  their  exceptional  commitment  to 
the  College  and  to  the  optometric  profession. 

We  are  pleased  to  have  this  opportunity  to  express  our 
profound  gratitude  tor  their  remarkable  leadership  giving. 
Members  of  this  elite  group  form  the  vanguard  of  strong 
advocates  who  provide  critical  philanthropic  support  for  this 
mstitution.  Their  largess  is  an  inspiration  to  all  who  are 
committed  to  the  growth  and  continued  excellence  of  The 
New  England  College  of  Optometry. 


Peter  Agoston 
Alumni  Association 
Anonymous 
Bausch  &  Lomb,  Inc. 
CIBA  Vision  Corporation 
Edith  Heymans 
Friends  of  the  Sensorially 

Deprived,  Inc. 
G.  Burtt  Holmes 
Juvenile  Diabetes  Foundation 


Arnold  Katz 

Monthe  Kofos 

Donald  Korb 

The  New  England  Council 

of  Optometrists 
Polymer  Technology 
State  Street  Foundation 
William  Tolford 
Vision  Service  Plan 
Vistakon,  Inc. 
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fllumni  and  Friends 

August  KJein  Societ)- 
CS50,000-S99.999) 
Joseph  Feldberg 
Edich  Hcymens  t 

Presidents  Club 

($10,000-S24.999) 
Joseph  Dello  Russo 
Francis  DiMella 
G.  Burtt  Holmes 

Benefactor 

(S5.000-S9,999) 
Ronald  Fermcci 


Patron 

(S2.500-S4.999) 
Catherine  Kennedy 
Christine  Manfredi 

Centennial  Club 

(SI. 000-32,499) 
Wieslawa  Andros- 

Andrzejewska 
Arthur  Baker 
Linda  Bennett 
Joseph  Bickford 
Lester  Bracklcy 
F.  Richard  Bringhurst 
David  Caban 
Nancy  Carlson 
A.  Robert  Child 
Larry  Clausen 
Frederick  Cohen 
Michael  Cohn 
Joseph  Comalli 
William  Corrence 
Janis  Cotter 
Edward  Fitch 
Thomas  and  Janice 

Freddo 
Arthur  Jankolovics 
Donald  Korb 
Michelle  Coleman 
Lynn  Wittman 
Cynthia  Macdonald 
George  and  Brenda 

Montminy 
Eugene  O'Leary 
James  Prince 
Norman  Rice 
Joseph  Rowey 
Donald  Salmanson 
Irwin  Shwom 
Donald  Snyder 

Dean's  Club 

(S500-S999) 

Daniel  Appleton 

Depew  Chauncey,  Jr. 

Terry  Chin 

Louise  DiChiara  Pastore 

James  Comerford  and 

Ellen  Gilman 
David  Heath 
Robert  Honnors 


Philip  Hughes 
Malcolm  Kates 
Brian  Klinger 
Alan  Lewis 
Paul  Montminy 
John  Musserian 
Michael  and  Sidney 

Newman 
Harry  Pass 
Haskell  Rapoport 
Alfred  Rappaport 
Dorothy  Rosenbaum 
Richard  Rosenthal 
Clifford  and  Mary  Scott 
Mark  Weatherbee 
Tara  Zidonik 
Mark  Zorn 
Leonard  Zuckerbraun 

Visionar)'  Circle 

(S250-S499) 
Paul  Ajamian 
Joseph  Alger 
Ara  Barsamian 
Dorothy  Bazzinotti-ToUs 
Alan  Beaulieu 
Ethan  Bellin 
Kathrv'n  Beveridge 
Henry  Boroyan 
George  Bournakel 
Mary  Carter 
Anthony  Cavallerano 
Kenneth  Ciuffreda 
Ronald  Cline 
Paul  Cote 
Robert  Cotter 
Donald  Czelusniak 
Joseph  D'Amico 
Aurora  Denial 
Lee  DeRosa 
David  DeRuosi 
Judson  Dexter 
Elaine  Diamond-Ford 
William  Dolan 
William  Dyke,  Jr. 
Ralph  Eaves 
Gregor)-  Farrell 
Barr)'  Fisch 
Louis  Frank 
N.  Claye  Frank 
Steven  Goldstein 
Harold  Goren 
Marcia  Green 
Carl  Gruning 
David  Guiseley 
Jane  Gwiazda 
Brian  Hallowell 
Richard  Harcwell 
Richard  Held 
David  Helfman 
Emil  Horowitz 
Hyman  Kamens 
Martin  Kaplan 
Frank  Kozol 
Steven  Kreiger 
Richard  Laudon 
Mary  Ellen  Lecca 
Paul  Levine 
Brian  Lynch 


Robert  Macmannis 
Maureen  Martus 
Glen  McCormack 
Robert  Miller 
Richard  Morganstein 
Karen  Munroe 
NEWENCO  Faculty 
Mary  Jane  Noel 
Antonia  Orfield 
Kathleen  Prucnal 
Louis  Ricciardone 
Arnold  Richmond 
Frederic  Rose 
Neil  Schram 
Edward  Schwartzberg 
Thomas  Sheehan 
Herbert  Shuer 
Harrison  Smiley.  H 
Norman  Sjxrctor 
John  Streff 
J.  Wayne  Screilein 
Garrett  Sullivan 
Ruth  Trachimowic'z 
David  Troilo 
Ronald  Watanabc 
Hans  Wolff 
Robert  Wyman 

Sponsors 

(S100-S249) 
Paul  Adrien 
Steven  Agoston 
Louis  Aguiar 
Robert  Allard 
Yves  Alloucherie 
Jenifer  Ambler 
John  Archibald 
Girl  Azzoto 
Jerr>-  Baker 
William  Baldwin 
Deborah  Baron 
Richard  Belhumeur 
Douglas  Benoit 
Andrew  Berger 
Hope  Bernard  Marandola 
Michael  Billig 
Man' in  Bram 
Jerome  Brault 
Craig  Brotsky 
William  Brown 
David  Browning 
Debra  Budick 
Edward  Burns 
Stephen  Byrnes 
Harold  Caldarone 
Kerr}'  Campbell 
Joanne  Caruso 
Ronald  Cedrone 
Peter  Cerruti 
Barbara  Chuck 
Thomas  Clark 
Winston  Clark 
Howard  Cohen 
David  Corliss 
Ptter  Cottone,  Jr. 
Arthur  Cowan 
Richard  Crinigan 
Charles  Crowley 
Laura  Dake  Roche 


Louis  D  Ambrosio 
Roland  DeCesare 
Robert  Delaney 
Ann  Denault 
Clark  Dexter 
Ralph  Dinin 
Han  Dong 
Robert  Doty.  Jr. 
Carl  Doughc)* 
Charles  Doulos 
Sylvio  Dupuis 
Jeffer)-  Dutch 
G.  Logan  Eaton 
W.R.  Elizondo 
Raymond  Escher 
John  Falino 
Cheryl  Farley 
N.  Scott  Ferguson 
David  Ferris 
Chester  Fichandler 
Samuel  Fine 
Murray  Fingeret 
Richard  Finkel 
Ruth  Forgues 
Richard  Franke 
Philip  Friedman 
David  Friedman 
John  Gaetani 
Mary  Ellen  Gallick 
Roland  Gaudette 
David  Gaudreau 
Todd  Gershenow 
George  Gianis 
Alan  Gold 
Edward  Goldberg 
Ana  Gomes 
Terr>'  Goodman 
Robert  Gordon 
Anne-Louise  Goulct 
Gary  Graham 
Morton  Greendorfer 
Alan  Grossman 
E.  Robert  Grossman 
Anne  Hall 
Douglas  Hancock 
Tracy  Haradon 
Stephen  HarrcU 
Judith  Hanogh 
David  Higgins 
C^rl  Hirsch 
Dorothy  Hicchmoth 
Douglas  Hoffman 
Paul  Hoolahan 
Richard  Hopping 
Emery  Houle 
Richard  Jamara 
Reginald  Jones 
Ernest  Kahn 
Randy  Kansky 
Sandra  Kantorek 
Paul  Kantrowich 
Michelle  Kaplan  Bass 
Neil  Kemp 
Betcy  Kline 
Steven  Koevary 
Samuel  Kornblatt 
Rosannc  LaBollita 
David  Lampariello 
Henry  Lawrence.  Ill 


Steven  Leighton 

Betsy  Levin 

Stanley  Levine 

Charles  Levis,  Jr. 

Ralph  Levey 

James  Luccio 

Stacy  Lyons  and  Andrew 

Zodikoff 
John  MacKenzie 
David  Magnus 
Reginald  Mailhot 
Neil  Mai  kin 
Joseph  Maloney 
Barbara  Manburg 
Lester  Marcus 
Michael  Marino 
Martin  Mark 
Lynn  Marran 
Clinton  McLean 
John  Mc-agher.  Jr. 
Michele  Miranda 
Santord  Monsein 
Bruce  Moore 
Robert  Moritz 
Jeffrey  Morrill 
Peter  Morse 
Anne  Moskowitz 
Gar>'  Moss 
Shannon  Mulligan 
Philip  and  Barbara 

(Namias)  Meltzer 
Terrancc  Neylon 
Robert  North 
Brenda  Olson 
Patricia  Packard 
Robert  Packer 
Jack  Panjian 
Elaine  Pellctier-Bourdcau 
Francisco  Pimentel 
Steven  Pinson 
Susan  Prewandowski 
Gordon  Price 
Saul  Purcell 
Mar>'ann  Richardt 
Arthur  Roberts 
Colin  Robinson 
Harland  Robinson.  Ill 
Richard  Rock 
Dean  &  Toby  Rodman 
Robert  Rosenstein 
Mark  Ryan 
Lynda  Sabat 
Steven  Saramanidis 
Pcrr>'  Savoy 
Judith  Schafier 
Elana  Scheiner 
Ira  Schwartz 
Tyler  Secord 
Arkady  Selenow 
Solomon  Slobins 
Bradford  Smith 
David  Smith 
Terry  Smith 
Ellen  Snowdon 
William  St.  Vincent.  Jr. 
Alicja  Stoeger 
Irwin  Suchoft 
William  Tanzer 
Keith  Taylor 
Paul  Taylor,  Jr. 
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Theodore  Thamel 
Denise  Thomas  Wilcox 
Frank  Thorn 
William  Tolford 
John  Tynan 
Nickolas  Vlantis 
Guang-Ji  Wang 
William  Watts 
James  Williams 
Linda  Wirth 
Lauretta  Woods 
David  Yorra 
Harry  Zeltzer 
Rochelle  Zohn 
Michael  Zucker 
Joel  Zuckerbraun 

Contributors 
Marilynn  Acker 
Michael  Ayer 
David  Baron 
Joseph  Barresi 
Alfred  &  Helen  Baum 
Nancy  Baiun 
Stacy  Bean 
Lucille  Beaulieu 
Michael  Benetatos 
Linda  Bentley 
George  Bertherman 
Peter  Bird 
Gary  Bleiberg 
Frederick  Bloom 
Jeffrey  Blum 
Kathryn  Bony 
Joseph  Brandes 
Lucy  Brown 
Robert  Buck 
Robert  Capone 
Dolores  Carlone 
Rita  Carmen 
Claire  Cassin 
Bruce  Chase 
Paul  Ciaccio 
Katherme  Coffey 
Theodora  Cohen 
Howard  Coleman 
Brenda  Collins 
Thomas  Colp 
Robert  Connelly 
Arthur  ik  Joan  Cope 
Thomas  Corwin 
Carl  Cutler 
Patricia  Daliill 
Edouard  Dalexis 
Mildred  Daniel 
Marie  Delia  Bella 
George  &  Toby  Dick 
Charles  Drector 
Amy  DuBrow 
Pearle  Eich 
Matthew  Elgart 
Monya  Elgart 
Vivian  Epstein 
Claudia  Evans 
William  Farland 
William  Feinblum 
Burton  &  Clare  Figler 
Matthew  Forgues 


Mark  Forgues,  Jr. 
Dorothy  Fox 
Edwm  Frank 
Barry  Friedman 
Gary  Gal  ante 
C.  Farrell  Gallaway 
Shirley  Garrett 
Persefone  Georgoudis 
Leon  Ginsburg 
Norman  Goldblatt 
Molly  Goldfield  Shear 
Lorraine  Goldstein 
Colleen  Gonyea 
Irwin  Graubart 
Gloria  Greenfield 
Rosa  Guerreiro 
Vincent  Gulizia 
Rodney  Gutner 
Susan  Haesaert 
Mark  Harris 
Nancy  Haverstock 
Frederick  Heller 
Rodney  Hinkle 
David  Ho 
John  Holdsworth 
JeanneMarie  Hopkins 
George  Howayeck,  Jr. 
Michael  lannuccilli 
Bob  &  Cheryl  Jacobs 
Sandra  Kamens 
Paul  &  Diane  Kanter 
Harry  Sc  Laura  Kanter 
Christopher  Karalekas 
John  Keyset 
Barry  &  Ferma  Kipnes 
Louis  Kirkotsoglou 
Robert  Kisner 
Allen  Klibanoff 
Karen  Koumjian 
Patricia  Kowalski 
Mark  &  Joyce  Kozol 
Lisa  Kralian 
Arthur  Kravitz 
Mark  &  Maria 
Krentzman 
Daniel  Kurtz 
Myron  Lampert 
Cheryl  Landry 
Irene  Laurens 
Lee  Lerner 
Arnelda  Levine 
Sara  Levine 
Steven  Liberfarb 
Renata  Majda 
Regina  Manes 
Steven  Markow 
Judith  Marrocco 
Shern  Maxwell 
Michael  McGinley 
Brian  McHugh 
Paula  Mcintosh 
John  Mclntyre 
Janet  Mechanic 
John  Mertzluftt 
Thomas  Milbury 
Murray  Miller 
Arnold  Mishcon 
Eleanor  Mobilia 


Susan  Monahan 
Jeffrey  Morer 
William  Myers 
Srinivas  Natrajan 
Wendy  Newman-Evans 
Paul  Niemi 
Terry  Noel 
Thomas  Norton 
Murray  Novak 
Joseph  Osmanski 
Virginia  Palasini 
Charles  Palomba 
Dennis  Pardo 
Stephanie  Paris-Whitney 
Flossie  Patch 
Bina  Patel 
Eliezer  Peli 
Anna  Perrone 
Lydia  Phillips 
Donald  Plum 
Jacob  &  Florence 

Podradchik 
Stephen  Polezonis 
David  Quartz 
David  Reynolds 
Stuart  Rist 
Charles  Robertson 
Jeffrey  Rose 
Paul  &  Sandra  Rubin 
Norman  Ruby 
Leonard  Samit 
Mae  Sandler 
Tina  Sanford 
Richard  Sarlitt 
Mark  Schiffman 
Bernard  Schwartz 
James  Schwartz 
Forrest  Seavey 
Macy  Sezzin 
Abraham  Shapiro 
Lawrence  Shattuck 
Arthur  Siegel 
Sol  Silver 
William  Sleight 
Michael  Smookler 
Richard  Snow 
Allan  Spector 
Bernard  Stecher 
L.  Jerome  Stein 
Meyer  Stepner 
Charles  Stine 
Jenny  Su 

Joseph  Svagdys,  Jr. 
Deborah  Syat 
Joseph  Taddonio 
Alexander  Tarnarider 
George  Theodossiou 
Eleanor  Titelbaum 
Morris  Toll 
Lina  Tollis 
George  Veliky 
Helen  Wilson 
Lorrie  Wing 
Lisa  Wolf 

Ruth  Yuzenas-Tarullo 
Frederick  Ziegler 
Lynne  Zolot 


Corporations 
and  Foundations 

Accu  Rx,  Inc. 
Alcon  Laboratories 
AUergan,  Inc. 
Avant-Garde  Optics,  Inc. 
B  &  B/Sterling  Optical 
B  &  R  Foundation 
Bausch  &  Lomb,  Inc. 
Bay  Point  Anterior 

Segment  Symposium 
California  Airshow 
Carl  Zeiss  Optical,  Inc. 
CIBA  Vision  Corporation 
Citizens  Financial 

Group,  Inc. 
Crown  Optical  Co.,  Inc. 
DiMeila,  Shaffer 

&  Associates 
Drs.  Montminy,  Inc 
Drs.  Prevost, 

Helfman,  Lasky 
East  Bay  Eye  Care 
Eye  Center  of  Clark 
Garden  City  Eye 

Care,  Inc. 
Glaxo  Wellcome 
Gnomon  Copy 
Hoffman-La  Roche 
Joseph  ReiUy  Trust 
Kittery  Optometric 

Associates 
Lee  Kennedy  Co.,  Inc. 
Lenco,  Inc. 
Lockheed  Martin 

Corporation 
Lombart  Instrument 
Luxottica  Group 
MacNeil  Insurance 

Agency,  Inc. 
Marchon  Eyewear,  Inc. 
Marco  Family 

Foundation,  Inc. 
Mass  Bay  Eye  Associates 
Massachusetts  Society  of 

Optometrists 
Massachusetts  Lions  Eye 

Research  Fund,  Inc. 
Melvin  S.  Cutler 

Charitable  Foundation 
Mills  Eye  Care,  Inc. 
Nantucket  Eye  Center 
Neighborhood 

Association  of  Back  Bay 
Newman-Newman 

Optometrists 
Optometric 

Associates,  Inc. 
Optometric 

Associates,  PC. 
Pharmacia  &  Upjohn  Co. 
Poirier  &  Springer,  Inc. 
Prattville  Eye  Associates 
PricewaterhouseCoopers, 

LLP 
Quannapowitt 

Players,  Inc. 


Reading  Eye  Associates 
Roblin  Insurance 
Rosemore  Family 

Foundation,  Inc. 
Ryan  Eye  Associates,  PC. 
S.L.  Gangi  Commercial 

Printing 
Sparr's  Surgical  and 

Medical  Supply 
T  Backer  Fund,  Inc. 
The  New  England 

Council  of  Optometrists 
The  Northeast  Congress 

ofOEP 
The  Whitaker 

Foundation 
Total  Eyecare 

Associates,  Inc. 
Vision  Associates 
Vision  People  Inc. 
Vision  Service  Plan 
Wakefield  Eye 

Associates 

Matching  Gifts 

Hoffman-  LaRoche 
Citizens  Financial 

Group,  Inc. 
Lockheed  Martin 

Corporation 
The  Whitaker 

Foundation 

Gifts  in  Kind 

Accu  Rx,  Inc. 
Bausch  &  Lomb 
Leo  deNatale,  Jr. 
Dy  nop  tics 
Ronald  Ferrucci 
S.L.  Gangi  Commercial 

Printing 
John  Getter 
Melanie  Giacalone- 

Ribeiro 
Theodore  Goolsc 
Hart  Specialties 
Ruth  Herrmann 
Marlborough  Country 

Club 
Monthe  Kofos 
Stephen  Meltzer 
Renee  Mierzewski 
Stephen  Milt 
Moran  Travel 
John  Murphy 
Peter  Nason 
Optech 

Poirier  and  Springer,  Inc. 
Arnold  Richmond 
Arthur  Rosen 
David  Schurgin 
Seiko 

Silver  Dollar 
William  Sleight 
Sparr's  Drug  Store 
Daniel  Thurm 
David  Tierney 
Vistakon,  Inc. 
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II  Tribute  to  Frank  Kozol 


by  Sandy  Thorn 

Frank  Kozol  joined  the  faculty  oi  the  Massachusetts  School  of  Optometry  almost  fifty 
years  ago.  He  adopted  the  College  as  his  second  family  and  over  the  years  has  wel- 
comed all  newcomers  and  guests  to  his  'home,'  rhapsodized  about  his  profession  and 
the  College,  cared  for  students,  colleagues,  and  anyone  in  need  of  being  cheered  up,  and 
taught  more  than  4,000  fledgling  optometrists.  Everyone  who  has  been  at  the  College 
remembers  'Uncle  Frank'  fondly  and,  amazingly  enough,  he  remembers  almost  all  of  you. 
Frank  is  now  retiring  from  the  College  but  how  many  of  us  really  know  about  him? 

The  Early  Years 

Frank's  Uncle  Louis  immigrated  to  South  Boston  early  in  the  last  century  from  Steppin, 
Russia,  and  became  a  haberdasher.  In  1912  he  sent  for  his  younger  brother  Solomon, 
who  was  just  twelve  years  old  when  he  arrived  in  this  new  world.  Solomon  grew  up  as  a 
rough,  young  immigrant  in  South  Boston.  His  young  Irish  friends  thought  the  name 
Solomon  was  too  biblical  so  they  called  him  Charlie,  and  that  was  the  name  that  every- 
one knew  him  by.  Charlie  Kozol  married  another  young  immigrant,  Rebecca,  who  had 
come  from  Aisheshok,  Lithuania,  and  they  settled  in  an  Irish/Jewish  neighborhood  in 
Dorchester.  Charlie  and  Betty  had  two  sons,  Joseph  and  Frank.  Frank,  their  older  son, 
was  born  on  February  24,  1925. 

Frank's  father,  Charlie  was  fascinated  with  boxing  and  thought  he  was  tough 
enough  to  become  a  boxer.  But  Louis  was  upset  by  Charlie's  idea  of  a  profession  and 
urged  him  to  get  an  education  instead.  Louis  imposed  on  a  young  friend  of  the  family,  a 
priest  named  Richard  Cushing,  to  help  talk  Charlie  out  of  becoming  a  boxer.  Louis  and 
his  wife,  Rifka,  in  turn,  were  concerned  that  their  young  priest  friend  was  too  thin  so 
Rifka  was  always  inviting  him  to  lunch  and  dinner  to  "fatten  him  up."  She  often  cooked 
meals  that  were  Charlie's  favorites,  the  Russian  dishes  that  his  own  mother  had  cooked 
for  him  when  he  was  a  young  boy.  Both  Charlie  and  Father  Cushing  were  successful. 
Louis  and  Rifka  helped  fatten  up  the  young  priest  and  Charlie  became  convinced  that 
boxing  was  not  a  good  profession.  Charlie  went  on  and  became  a  tailor  and  then  a  furri- 
er instead.  He  worked  for  numerous  furriers  in  Boston  during  his  long,  successful  career, 
designing  and  making  customized  fur  clothing  for  the  elite  of  Boston  society. 

Since  Charlie  was  a  skilled  artisan,  he  was  one  of  the  few  people  in  his  family  who 
had  a  well-paying  job  during  the  Depression.  He  not  only  supported  his  wife  and  two 
sons  but  he  took  on  the  added  responsibility  of  supporting  his  extended  family  and 
some  of  the  immediate  neighbors,  as  well.  Frank  remembers  growing  up  in  the  ghetto. 
"We  didn't  have  a  lot  of  money,  but  we  were  happy." 

His  parents  also  had  aspirations  for  Frank.  They  encouraged  him  to  play  the  piano 
and  so  he  studied  classical  piano  from  the  age  of  7  to  14,  and  even  played  in  several  con- 
certs. "By  the  time  I  was  14, 1  realized  that  the  girls  didn't  like  classical  music  so  I 
switched  to  jazz."  Charlie  and  Betty  were  heartbroken  that  Frank  wanted  to  abandon 


Frank  and  Ruth. 


Frank  Kozol, 
7th  grade. 
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Frank  in  France  in  1943. 


classical  music  but  they  provided  him  with  the  lessons  that  he  needed,  arranging  for 
him  to  study  with  a  student  of  the  famous  Art  Tatum.  "I  loved  playing  jazz  piano  and 
helped  organize  a  band  of  young  musicians.  When  I  was  16,  a  hotel  in  MiUis  hired  the 
band  to  act  as  waiters  and  busboys  for  three  meals  a  day  and  then  to  play  jazz  all 
evening.  It  was  a  great  job,"  Frank  recalls. 

The  War  Years 

Frank  enrolled  in  the  Massachusetts  School  of  Optometry  in  1942  immediately  after 
he  graduated  from  Dorchester  High  School.  His  earnings  from  the  previous  summer 
job  paid  for  his  first  year's  tuition.  "Although  my  student  status  gave  me  a  deferment 
from  the  Army,  I  waived  it  after  my  first  year  in  optometry  school  and  enrolled  in  the 
Army  in  1943,  shortly  after  my  18th  birthday."  His  parents  were  so  upset  that  his  father 
tried  to  enlist  in  the  same  unit  so  that  he  could  protect  his  boy,  but  the  Army  would  not 
agree  to  this.  Frank's  family  could  only  promise  that  they  would  pray  for  him  every  day. 
"In  fact,  I  went  through  the  worst  of  the  European  campaign  and  saw  so  many  of  my 
buddies  killed  or  wounded  that  I  still  feel  those  prayers  brought  me  home  safely. " 

The  French  Connection 

Frank  landed  at  Normandy  on  June  20,  1944  as  a  medic.  He  ministered  to  fallen 
soldiers  on  the  beaches  of  Normandy  as  his  unit,  'The  Big  Red  One,'  raced  from 
Normandy  to  eastern  France.  As  a  medic  Frank  was  one  of  the  first  on  the  scene 
of  some  ot  the  worst  atrocities  of  the  war  and  talks  about  these  events  in  the  most 
guarded  terms. 

Frank  had  studied  and  loved  French  in  grade  school  and  at  Dorchester  High  School 
so  when  the  officers'  staff  discovered  that  he  was  fluent  in  French,  they  used  him  as  a 
translator  with  local  officials.  He  was  also  asked  to  provide  medical  assistance  for  the 
local  people  who  needed  it. 

As  he  interacted  with  the  French  people,  he  tried  to  learn  more  words  and  as  much 
slang  as  possible  to  show  how  "sophisticated"  he  was.  In  Normandy,  he  learned  to  say 
embrasser  as  a  local  contraction  for  baiser,  a  kiss.  Later,  in  eastern  France,  he  attended  a 
dinner  with  officers  and  local  officials  as  a  translator  and  sat  next  to  the  mayor's  wife. 
"She  asked  me  if  I  had  a  girlfriend.  I  responded  that,  unfortunately,  I  did  not  have  a 
girlfriend  in  France.  She  said  this  was  a  shame  and  asked  if  she  could  do  anything  for 
me.  I  responded  in  my  most  flowery  French  that  I  would  be  honored  if  I  could  baiser 
her.  Then  the  whole  room  suddenly  became  silent.  Apparently,  baiser  meant  something 
much  more  serious  in  this  region  of  France.  And  so,  after  much  laughter,  I  became 
known  as  the  American  soldier  who  propositioned  the  mayor's  wife.  " 

Early  in  his  tour  of  duty  in  Normandy,  his  commanding  officer  volunteered  him  as 
a  liaison  with  the  French  Resistance.  This  meant  that  he  spent  part  of  the  war  as  a 
young  Jewish  boy  in  civilian  clothes  sneaking  around  behind  the  German  lines. 
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"For  protection,  we  never  used  our  real  names,"  so  the  Resistance  gave  him  the  code 
name  Jean  Francois  in  a  simple  ceremony  and  he  became  a  member  ot  the  French  under- 
ground. Even  today,  some  Parisians  who  survived  the  war  still  remember  Jean  Francois 
as  the  heroic  young  American  who  helped  their  colleagues. 

The  war  is  still  the  cataclysmic  event  of  Frank's  life.  He  administered  to  fallen 
soldiers  on  Normandy  beach,  he  was  at  the  holocaust  death  camps,  and  he  was  in  the 
midst  of  battle  both  on  the  lines  and  behind  them.  Frank  recalls  the  fear  he  faced: 
"He  and  his  buddies  were  always  scared  and  just  wanted  to  climb  into  a  foxhole." 
But  of  course,  they  didn't.  Instead  they  won  the  war. 

His  iissociation  with  the  Army  didn't  end  with  the  war  Over  the  years,  he  has 
received  several  citations,  including  one  from  the  Office  ot  the  Surgeon  General  in  1989, 
thanking  him  for  his  efforts  in  recruiting  personnel  tor  the  U.S.  Army  Medical  Corps. 

Starting  Out  in  Optometry 

hen  Frank  returned  to  Boston  in  1946,  he  immediately  re-enrolled  in  the  school 
of  optometry  even  though  his  family  was  not  so  sure  it  was  a  good  choice.  His 
brother,  Joseph,  had  graduated  from  M.I.T.  as  a  metallurgical  engineer  and  was 
doing  research  with  Hyman  Rickover's  group  in  the  Navy.  His  cousin  had  become  a 
prominent  psychiatrist  and  did  not  approve  of  Frank's  idea  of  a  profession.  He  thought 
optometry  was  not  a  recognized  or  appropriate  profession  so  he  urged  Frank  to  study 
medicine.  "But  I  had  seen  too  much  blood  and  gore  in  Europe  and  did  not  want  to  be  a 
physician.  Besides,  I  liked  optometry.  A  friend,  Robert  Kraus  (class  of  194.3),  who  was  a 
recent  graduate  of  the  school,  encouraged  me  to  return  and  so  I  did." 

Ruth  Yuzenas,  who  graduated  one  year  after  Frank,  recalls  that,  as  a  student  Frank 
was  "excellent  in  his  academics,  of  course."  She  says,  "He  was  active  in  his  fraternity, 
always  bouncy  and  energetic  and  helpful  to  everyone  to  a  fault,  much  as  he  is  today." 

Frank  graduated  Cum  Laude  in  1948  and  his  parents  helped  him  set  up  a  practice 
on  Boyiston  Street.  He  enjoyed  optometry  and  did  well  -  and  coincidentally  some  of  his 
patients  just  happened  to  be  French.  "One  day  I  walked  into  the  C'est  Si  Bon  Patisserie 
near  the  Public  Gardens  and  was  immediately  recognized  by  a  young  French  woman  as 
the  soldier  who  had  propositioned  the  mayor's  wife. "  She  brought  him  over  to  the 
French  consulate  where  the  consul  general  turned  out  to  be  a  former  Resistance  fighter. 
"I  also  recognized  a  quiet,  young  secretar)-  who  worked  there.  She  had  been  the  most 
daring  machine  gunner  in  her  Resistance  unit!"  Before  long,  most  of  the  French  com- 
munity in  Boston  went  to  Frank  for  their  eye  care. 

One  of  Frank's  early  patients  was  a  dentist  who  was  becoming  presbyopic.  The  den- 
tist had  gone  to  an  ophthalmologist  who  had  prescribed  bifocals  for  him  but  he  imme- 
diately became  exotropic  when  he  wore  them  and  this  made  it  very  difficult  for  him  to 
do  oral  surgery.  When  the  dentist  went  back  to  the  ophthalmologist,  he  was  advised  to 
cover  one  eye  to  avoid  diplopia.  Still  not  satisfied,  he  finally  came  to  Frank.  "I  prescribed 
prism  segment  bifocals  for  the  near  add  and  this  allowed  the  dentist  to  maintain  single 


Frank  in  France  in 
1944-45. 


"Frank  is  the  one  person  who  by 
manner  and  voice  exuded  enthu- 
siasm for  every  aspect  of  our 
College  community  every  day 
during  the  decade  I  served  there. 
I  sought  his  council  often  when  I 
wanted  to  be  reassured.  He  always 
obliged  -  on  occasion,  even  when 
a  critical  reaction  w;is  warranted. 
Whatever  his  assignment — and 
they  were  many  and  varied — his 
anointed  role  was  dispenser  of 
good  cheer.  The  College  has  been 
a  happier  place  for  more  than 
fifty  years  because  Frank  was 
there." 

Dr.  Bill  BaUlwiH 
Pn'sidm.  J  969  to  1979 
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Ruth  (Kravetsky)  Kozol,  1948. 


Frank  and  Ruth 

in  1956  with  their 

young  family. 


vision."  This  case  resulted  in  the  pubhcation  of  his  first  professional  article  in  1950, 
"Visual  Problems  of  the  Dentist,"  published  in  The  Massachusetts  Dental  Journal. 

Dr.  D.  Robert  Alpert,  the  chief  of  ophthalmology  at  Beth  Israel  Hospital,  heard 
about  this  case  and  asked  Frank  to  come  to  the  hospital  and  teach  his  residents  about 
refraction  and  how  to  prescribe  eyeglasses.  "I  struck  a  deal  with  him.  He  agreed  to  have 
his  residents  teach  me  about  ocular  disease  since  I  felt  I  had  learned  very  little  about  this 
in  the  school  of  optometry.  Every  time  an  interesting  case  came  in  I  was  called  over  to 
take  a  look  and  was  shown  how  to  interpret  my  observations.  So  in  1950  I  became  the 
first  optometrist  in  the  region  to  have  formal  ophthalmology  training  in  ocular  disease." 
While  working  with  the  staff  at  the  hospital,  he  split  his  time  between  his  practice  and 
Beth  Israel. 


Starting  a  Family 

t  was  about  this  time  that  Frank  met  the  true  center  of  his  life,  Ruth  Kravetsky,  a 
recent  graduate  of  Boston  Teachers'  College.  In  1950,  right  after  Yom  Kippur,  Frank 
went  to  a  dance  for  young  people  at  the  Hotel  Bradford.  A  girl  Frank  knew  had  come 
to  the  dance  with  her  cousin,  Ruth.  Later  that  evening,  Frank  was  asked  if  he  would 
drive  her  cousin  home  because  she  didn't  have  a  ride.  It  was  on  that  ride  home  that  he 
told  her  that  he  would  marry  her  some  day.  Later  that  night,  Ruth  told  her  mother 
about  what  this  odd  fellow  had  said  and  her  mother  immediately  responded,  "It  may 
come  true."  And  it  did.  They  were  married  on  July  5,  1951. 

When  they  were  first  married,  Ruth  worked  with  Frank  at  the  College  as  the 
school  librarian.  In  1952  their  first  son  Mark  was  born  and  in  1956,  their  son  Neil  was 
born.  About  that  time,  Frank  moved  his  young  family  to  Sharon  and  set  up  a  practice  in 
his  new  home. 

They  will  be  celebrating  their  50th  wedding  anniversary  next  July. 


50  Years  at  the  College 

In  1951,  Foster  Namias  convinced  Frank  to  join  the  faculty  of  the  Massachusetts 
School  of  Optometry.  Each  day  he  and  Hy  opened  the  school,  checked  everything 
out,  and  closed  the  school  in  the  evening.  Around  this  time  they  started  a  tradition  of 
their  own.  "Hy  would  arrive  first  and  I  would  come  into  his  office  shortly  after  that.  For 
the  first  5  or  10  minutes  I'd  stand  in  front  of  his  desk  and  we  would  look  each  other  in 
the  eye  and  trade  insults  -  often  in  Yiddish.  Then  we  would  sit  down  together  with  our 
coffee  and  talk  about  anything  and  everything."  Others  have  joined  these  early-morning 
sessions  over  the  years  but  Hy  and  Frank  were  the  ones  who  started  the  tradition  and  it 
continued  for  close  to  half  a  century. 

Bob  Capone  from  the  Class  of  1990  says,  "Some  of  my  best  memories  are  of  Frank 
and  Hy  together  in  Hy's  office.  There  was  no  better  comedy  team!  Abbott  and  Costello 
had  nothing  on  these  guys  together.  Frank  always  teasing  Hy,  and  Hy  always  trying  to 
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drive  Frank  crazy.  "  Bob  enjoys  demonstrating  the  Viddisli  he  learned  on  these  mornings 
and  does  a  surprismgly  good  Yiddish  accent.  Bob  also  describes  how  Hy  or  Frank  might 
mention  that  an  alumnus  had  called  them  the  day  before.  This  would  usually  commence 
into  a  discussion  oFthe  caller  as  a  student  and  of  his  or  her  family,  health,  accomplish- 
ments and  foibles  since  graduation.  How  many  alumni  suspected  that  their  College  had 
a  collective  memory  in  Hy  and  Frank  that  kept  track  of  them  tor  decades!'' 

Barbara  Kamens  comments,  "I  most  remember  the  fun  times  we  had  through  the 
social  events  of  the  school,  the  Massachusetts  Society  of  Optometrist  weekends  and  the 
Eyeballs.  We  would  often  plan  a  Saturday  evening  out —  for  dinner  and  meet  the  Carters, 
Kozols  and  Walkowiaks.  My  husband  always  thought  of  Frank  as  a  good  friend  and  I 
remember  if  Hy  didn't  get  to  school  in  time  Frank  would  call  and  ask  where  he  was." 

In  1965,  the  administration  of  the  College  consisted  of  Dr.  Hyman  Kamens  as 
Dean  and  Frank  as  Registrar.  When  Hy  became  Dean,  he  persuaded  Frank  to  take  the 
administrative  position  and  Frank  reluctantly  agreed  to  do  it  for  just  two  years—  in 
addition  to  his  teaching  assignments.  "I  didn't  want  to  give  up  any  of  my  classes."  He 
laughs  when  he  says,  "It  was  a  temporary  job  that  lasted  25  years!"  In  1990,  the  College 
finally  replaced  him  as  Registrar  and  he  gladly  assumed  his  role  as  a  full-time  faculty 
member  again.  However,  he  has  continued  in  one  of  the  roles  he  performed  as  Registrar, 
Grand  Marshal  of  the  graduation  ceremonies,  taking  on  the  duty  of  organizing  these 
events  each  year.  Every  faculty  member  and  graduate  remembers  Frank  lining  up  stu- 
dents, faculty,  and  trustees  for  the  commencement  procession. 

The  Bear  and  The  Cub 

Two  of  the  most  notable  influences  in  Frank's  academic  life  were  Drs.  John  Carter 
and  Foster  Namias,  nicknamed,  "the  Bear".  Dr.  Namias  had  an  almost  encyclopedic 
knowledge  of  ophthalmic  optics  and  could  think  fluently  through  the  most  complex 
problems.  He  thought  his  young  colleague  should  develop  similar  skills  and  worked 
with  him  to  accomplish  this.  Although  Dr.  Namias  had  a  reputation  for  gruffness, 
Frank  remembers  him  as  a  kind  and  thoughtful  mentor.  In  time,  Frank  gradually 
merged  his  teaching  ideas  with  his  mentor's,  "It's  the  basic  concepts  that  are  most 
important  but  they  should  be  described  in  the  context  of  the  latest  procedures  and 
materials  available".  To  this  day,  Frank  has  avidly  read  about  and  examined  the  latest 
frames,  lenses,  and  ophthalmic  procedures  before  most  optometrists  are  even  aware  of 
their  existence. 

Frank  was  not  only  a  good  student  to  Dr.  Namias  but  an  industrious  one  as  well. 
He  developed  his  teaching  materials  into  a  book,  'Ophthalmic  Fitting  and  Adjusting,' 
which  was  first  published  in  1958  by  Chilton  Press.  This  book,  which  is  part  of  the 
school's  permanent  collection  in  the  library,  became  an  important  text  for  teaching  oph- 
thalmic and  mechanical  optics  to  ophthalmologists,  optometrists,  and  technicians.  The 
book  has  gone  through  several  editions  and  still  reads  as  a  useful  text  even  today  because 


Ruth  and  Frank,  early  '50s. 


"With  Dr.  Kozol's  retirement, 
the  ophthalmic  community  is 
losing  a  great  resource.  Dr.  Kozol 
knows  more  about  optics  than 
just  about  anyone  I  know,  and  is 
always  willing  and  eager  to  share 
that  knowledge". 

Datiiie  Ventura 

Director  of  Professiomil  Relatinm 

for  Essilor  of  America 
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"From  the  beginning  it  was 
never  work.  It  was  simply  a 
pleasure  and  an  honor  to  teach 
the  students  in  the  school." 

Frank  Kozol 


Frank  teaciiiriy  class,  1951. 


it  emphasizes  concepts  basic  to  optometry.  In  fact,  only  five  years  ago  a  British  author 
thought  the  book  was  so  useful  and  up-to-date  that  he  took  30  pages  of  Frank's  book, 
word  for  word,  picture  for  picture,  and  included  the  material  in  his  book  on  modern 
ophthalmic  dispensing. 

His  second  book.  Clinical  Optics,  was  first  published  in  1973  by  the  Massachusetts 
College  of  Optometry.  It  also  became  a  widely  used  text.  In  addition,  he  wrote  laborato- 
ry manuals  for  all  aspects  of  mechanical  optics  and  fabrication  that  were  updated  con- 
stantly as  the  field  changed.  He  was  often  rushmg  to  update  a  manual  on  the  day  of  a 
lecture  if  there  was  a  new  development  so  that  his  students  would  get  the  latest  news. 
His  lab  manuals  included  'The  New  England  College  of  Optometry  Fabrication 
Manual,'  with  Drs.  Irwin  Shwom  '80  and  Joseph  Svagdys  '55,  Mechanical  Optics 
Laboratmj  Procedures  and  Basic  Lensometry-Vertometry  Procedures  Manual. 

Frank  is  still  a  widely  regarded  expert  in  his  field.  During  the  past  five  years  he  has 
been  invited  to  write  several  articles  fot  the  ptestigious  Survey  of  Ophthalmology .  Few 
optometrists  have  been  so  honored.  His  most  recent  article,  in  the  1998  issue  oi  Survey  of 
Ophthalmology  was  co-written  with  Bob  Capone  and  Frank's  son,  Neil.  Fran  Flynn,  a  for- 
mer College  librarian  and  voracious  reader,  wrote  Frank,  "Congratulations  on  your  sec- 
ond fine  paper  to  appear  in  Survey  of  Ophthalmology-  a  great  compliment  to  you  that 
ophthalmologists  increasingly  value  the  insight  and  contribution  you,  a  distinguished 
optometrist,  are  making  to  the  eye  care  profession."  In  all,  Frank  has  published  about 
50  articles,  books,  and  manuals  over  the  years.  Frank  is  clearly  retiring  while  he  is  still 
on  top  of  his  game. 


Uncle  Frank,  the  Teacher 

rank's  enthusiasm  for  teaching  was  contagious,  and  he  soon  became  a  favorite  with 
the  students,  who  affectionately  refer  to  him  as  "Uncle  Frank ".  One  of  his  hallmarks 
started  in  his  first  years  on  the  faculty.  "I  was  concerned  that  many  of  my  students 
wete  so  nervous  when  they  took  my  exams  that  they  might  not  be  able  to  show  what 
they  know.  So  I  went  to  the  local  market  and  bought  several  boxes  of  cookies.  I  then 
served  them  to  the  students  while  they  were  taking  my  exams.  The  students  thought 
this  was  very  silly  and  they  laughed  about  it  but  their  laughter  helped  them  to  relax." 
He  has  been  serving  cookies  to  his  students  during  exams  ever  since. 

When  he  first  joined  the  faculty,  refraction  and  mechanical  optics  were  a  centtal 
part  ot  the  profession.  But  changes  throughout  the  profession  have  been  reflected  in  the 
academic  curriculum.  As  the  students  were  asked  to  absorb  new  topics  like  ocular  dis- 
ease, and  diagnostic  and  therapeutic  drugs,  attention  drifted  ftom  the  traditional  heart 
of  optometry-refraction  and  ophthalmic  and  mechanical  optics.  As  a  result,  Frank's  fab- 
rication laboratory  became  an  elective  for  most  students.  Adding  to  that,  the  space  pro- 
vided fot  the  elective  laboratory  was  dreary  at  best  and  equipment  was  minimal. 
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When  Frank  and  his  courses  were  moved  from  the  Chnical  Science  Department  to 
the  Vision  Science  Department  m  1990,  Dr.  James  Comertord,  chair  ot  the  new  depart- 
ment, tried  to  improve  the  instructional  conditions  for  the  laboratory  but  it  was  an 
uphill  fight.  Dr.  Terrance  Neylon,  the  Vice  President  of  Administration,  says:  "When  I 
first  arrived,  Frank  was  teaching  his  fabrication  laboratory  on  the  third  floor  of  the  main 
building.  He  jokingly  referred  to  his  lab  as  the  submarine  because  it  was  located  in  a 
cramped  space  with  no  windows  and  almost  no  ventilation.  I  couldn't  understand  how 
faculty  could  teach  under  these  conditions.  So  with  the  first  building  renovation  we 
moved  him  out  of  his  submarine  to  a  new  lab  in  the  basement  -  with  windows,  more 
space  and  air  conditioning!"  Frank  was  thrilled  with  this  move  and  was  soon  lining  up 
new  equipment  from  various  manufacturers  to  fill  his  new  space. 

Whether  his  laboratory  was  in  the  'submarine'  or  in  a  well-planned  space,  it  proved 
to  be  an  elective  that  almost  every  student  insisted  on  taking.  Frank's  last  class  was  with 
the  POD  class  of  2001  during  this  past  summer.  At  the  end  of  the  class  the  students 
sent  him  this  note: 

"Dear  Dr.  Knzol.  Thank  ynii  jnr  ihouiiig  us  the  true  nay  lo  practice  optometry,  with  your 
hands,  with  your  head,  and  with  ■sour  heart". 

But  classes  have  loved  and  honored  him  for  decades.  The  Class  of  1961  dedicated 
their  yearbook  to  him:  "Dr.  Kozol  has  shared  his  beliefs  and  knowledge  with  the  mem- 
bers of  his  profession  in  the  form  ot  lectures,  technical  articles  in  the  optometric  journals, 
and  a  highly  respected  text  that  is  used  throughout  the  profession."  The  graduating  class 
of  1994  also  honored  him  with  an  Award  ot  Appreciation.  And  when  former  students 
come  back  to  visit  their  College,  one  of  the  first  people  they  want  to  see  is  Frank. 

Other  groups  have  expressed  their  appreciation,  as  well.  He  received  a  Citation  of 
Merit  from  the  Alumni  Association  in  1966  and  in  1975  he  was  recognized  again  for 
his  many  years  of  service  with  the  Award  of  Appreciation.  In  1999,  he  was  honored  as  a 
40-year  member  of  the  Massachusetts  Society  of  Optometrists,  and  was  the  recipient  of 
the  Dr.  Foster  Namias  Teaching  Award. 

Infectious  Enthusiasm 

"Let  me  be  perfectly  frank, "  says  Frank  when  he  starts  to  describe  how  great  his  College  and 
profession  are, 

Frank  is  proud,  even  thrilled,  to  see  optometry  progress  and  to  see  his  beloved 
College  grow  and  thrive.  And,  indeed,  there  is  much  to  be  proud  of  He  wanted  to  see 
his  profession  be  able  to  diagnose  and  treat  disease  and  adamantly  supported  DPA  and 
TPA  legislation.  He  wanted  to  see  the  College  teach  these  subjects  and  this  has  hap- 
pened. He  often  says  that  he  and  Hy  always  wanted  the  College  to  have  a  first-rate 
research  program.  And  this  is  occurring.  He  repeatedly  says  how  thrilled  he  is  to  work 
with  so  many  "brilliant"  people. 


Frank  and  Hy  Kamens. 


"Whether  alone  or  as  the  sidekick  to 
Uncle  Hy,  Uncle  Frank  maintained  the 
mental  health,  the  sen.se  of  community 
and  the  professionalism  that  has  made 
NEWENCO  what  it  is  today  As 
Alumni  President  I  always  looked  to 
him  for  advice  and  stability.  I  wish 
him  %veU  and  we  will  all  miss  his 
charm,  humor,  and  song.  " 

Dr  Walter  Potaznick  76 

Past  President  of  the  Alumni  Association 
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Grand  Marshal)  Kozo 


Frank  with  (left  to  right): 

Xue  Guang  Zhang,  Xinjing  Xu, 

Hongxian  Chen  (with  baby). 


"He  is  so  proud  of  the  College! 
He  loves  the  atmosphere  of  the 
College  and  how  it  has  developed 
over  the  years.  He  has  told  me 
how  he  and  Hy  Kamens  would 
dream  of  the  day  when  the 
College  would  be  known  for  its 
research.  And  that  day  has 
arrived." 

Dr.  James  Comerford  '78 


"But"  he  reminds  us,  "Patients  come  to  an  optometrist  to  see  better.  And  the 
optometrist  has  a  responsibility  to  help  that  person  see  as  well  as  possible.  In  most  cases, 
this  is  accomplished  with  a  refractive  correction.  I  think  the  honor  and  the  survival  of 
the  profession  require  that  optometrists  be  able  to  do  this  well  and  certainly  better  than 
the  other  guys." 

Most  of  all,  Frank  is  proud  of  the  students  he  has  helped  to  mold.  For  him,  each 
year's  students  are  "younger,  smarter  and  better  looking."  He  follows  their  progress 
throughout  their  careers  and  shares  in  their  achievements. 

When  representatives  from  the  ophthalmic  industry  visited,  Frank  was  always 
the  one  who  showed  them  the  courtesy  and  respect  people  should  receive  when  they 
visit  a  college. 

Rod  Tahran,  Vice  President,  Professional  Relations  and  Clinical  Aftairs  for  Essilor, 
recalls:  "I  remember  when  I  first  joined  Essilor  (Multi-Optics  Corporation)  in  1981.  My 
job  was  to  go  around  to  the  schools  and  to  talk  about  the  relatively  new  concept  of 
Progressive  Addition  Lenses  and  Varilux.  While  many  of  the  schools  were  very  cordial 
and  polite  in  listening  to  the  story,  Frank  was  different.  Frank  would  meet  us  at  the 
door  of  the  school  with  open  arms,  introduce  us  to  everyone,  speak  French  with  the 
French,  and  then  would  have  a  taxicab  waiting  at  the  door  to  make  sure  we  would  get 
off  to  the  airport  on  time.  He  would  escort  us  to  the  taxi  and  close  the  door,  talking  the 
entire  time.  He  was  always  positive,  always  made  sure  that  we  felt  welcome.  Frank  is 
one  of  those  true  gentlemen  that  I  think  of  as  a  role  model  for  kindness,  and  for  dedica- 
tion to  his  work." 

When  the  current  vision  science  faculty  started  doing  research  during  the  1980s, 
Frank's  friendship  with  the  people  from  a  host  of  companies  provided  the  introductions 
that  led  to  industrial  support  for  these  projects.  In  fact,  the  first  studies  in  myopia  at  the 
College  were  supported  in  this  way  and  provided  a  tentative  base  for  all  that  has  followed. 

A  perfect  example  of  this  happened  just  a  few  months  ago.  In  June,  Dr.  Frank 
Thorn  79,  Professor  of  Vision  Science,  found  that  his  budget  for  the  myopia  conference 
was  several  thousand  dollars  short  —  just  three  weeks  before  the  conference. 
Disheartened,  he  mentioned  this  to  Frank  who  immediately  gave  him  encouragement 
and  several  names  and  telephone  numbers  to  call.  He  said  to  start  with  a  particular  per- 
son because  she  is  great  and  she  will  help  if  she  can.  So  Frank  Thorn  called  and  men- 
tioned that  Frank  Kozol  had  referred  him.  That  immediately  sent  her  into  action  and 
somehow  she  managed  to  find  the  funds  needed  to  balance  the  budget. 

Frank  Thorn,  a  longtime  colleague  of  Frank  Kozol's,  notes:  "  The  College  will  not 
be  able  to  replace  Frank.  Yes,  someone  else  will  teach  his  courses.  But  will  they  provide 
the  same  enthusiasm  and  the  same  concern  for  each  student?  Will  they  create  the  same 
fun  and  sense  of  play,  not  to  mention  cookies?  Will  they  act  as  the  College's  liaison  with 
industry  and  alumni?  Will  they  make  this  College  a  welcoming  place?  What  a  tough 
act  to  follow." 
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After  his  last  class  in  August,  Frank  met  the  newest  addition  to  his  department,  the 
Vision  Science  Department's  new  administrative  assistant.  Olya  Aleksic  had  just  immi- 
grated to  America  from  the  Ukraine.  She,  Hke  many  new  arrivals  from  Eastern  Europe,  is 
hesitantly  trying  to  understand  this  new  world.  Frank  stopped  by  to  greet  her  and 
encourage  her  -  in  his  father's  native  language,  Russian.  The  perfect  touch  for  a  welcome. 


The  Golden  Years 

"I'm  sure  for  Frank  these  years  have  flown  by  very  quickly.  And  how  wonderful  fm-  him  to  have 
helped  in  the  training  of  thousands  of  optometrists  around  the  world.  Thousands  of  extended  family 
members.  Thank  you  for  always  being  our  'Uncle  Frank. ' ''  —  Bob  Capone 

Frank  has  now  ofiTicially  retired  and  plans  to  divide  his  time  between  his  home  in 
Sharon  and  condo  in  Deerfield  Beach,  Florida.  He  wants  to  start  doing  other  things 
with  his  life  and  he  is  ready  to  spend  more  time  with  his  "other  family,"  his  wife,  his 
sons  and  their  wives,  Neil  and  Patti  and  Mark  and  Joyce  and  his  grandchildren, 
Stephanie  Lynn,  Adam  Benjamin,  Jonathan  Carlin  and  Alison  Marea,  who  refer  to  him 
as  "Papa." 

Sources  of  great  pride  to  Frank  are  the  achievements  of  his  son  Mark,  who  is  an 
attorney,  and  his  son  Neil,  who  graduated  from  the  College  in  1981.  Neil  shares  his 
father's  enthusiasm  for  his  profession  and  recalls,  "My  father  never  put  any  pressure  on 
me  to  become  an  optometrist.  I  majored  in  biology  when  I  was  an  undergraduate  stu- 
dent at  Boston  University  and  knew  that  I  wanted  to  become  a  clinician,  but  I  wasn't 
sure  exactly  what  I  wanted  to  do  as  a  career.  My  father  suggested  that  I  take  the  OCAT 
exam  for  optometry  school.  I  did  so  well  that  I  decided  to  apply."  Neil  has  taken  over 
his  father's  practice. 

Of  course,  wherever  Frank  is,  he  will  continue  to  make  new  friends  and  to  add  joy 
to  their  lives.  Frank  says,  "I  consider  myself  a  very  lucky  man  because  I  have  two  fami- 
lies."  The  College  is  lucky  to  be  one  of  them. 
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